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“I know not what course others may take, but as for me,  
give me liberty or give me death!”  - Patrick Henry 

Autumn is Upon Us!! 

 SINCE  1975 ��� �  NAPLES CHAPTER  S.A.R. NEWSLETTER  ��� �  NOVEMBER  2008  

CELEBRATING  THE  35TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF OUR CHARTER : 1973-2008 

Compatriots, autumn is upon 
us! This is a wonderful time of 
year to be a South(-west) 
Floridian. Many things occur 
here, just like elsewhere which 
bring us a feeling like no other 
season. There’s the change in 
the weather - though not 
noticeable by our Yankee 
brothers, we can feel it and see 
it’s subtle nuances. Hurricane 
season is almost over - so the 
uneasiness of constant 
preparation can subside (I hope 
I didn’t just jinx us!). 
Traditional holiday fun begins 
and will continue for months to 
come, which unlike Northern 
regions, will not be hampered 
by snow, sleet or rain. There’s 
the German Oktoberfest, which 
if you haven’t been to the Cape 
Coral German-American Club’s 

event, I highly suggest you 
make the trek next year! Then 
there’s the kid-favorite 
Halloween which we just 
survived. It’s always fun to 
dress up, plus it gives our Color 
Guard another reason to put on 
our Colonial garb - I wore mine! 
Then All-American family-
favorite Thanksgiving (except 
perhaps for some Native 
Americans who might think 
otherwise) when we not only 
honor our Pilgrim ancestors and 
founders for coming to this 
great land, but enjoy the feast-
assembling of family and 
friends. This of course leads to 
the holidays of selfless giving: 
Christmas, Hannakah and 
Kwanza - all of which ask us to 
be mindful of the world in 
which we share, and fellowship 

among all men. 
And ending with 
the celebration of a 
year well done, and 
an opportunity to 
better ourselves 
and make amends 
for mistakes of the 
past: New Year’s 
Eve! Yes, my 

friends we will be busy in these 
next couple months, but theses 
are good times and I wish you 
all the best this season has to 
offer!  
 
Regards, 
Sam Cahill 
Newsletter 
Editor 
 

At This Time 
During the  
Revolution 

 
November 15, 1777 
The Second Continental Congress, 
as the de facto government of the 
Colonies adopts the Articles of 
Confederation, pending individual 
ratification by the states (finally 
ratified on March 1, 1781). With 
the Articles Congress is established 
as the sole authority and new 
national government of a 
Confederacy officially called “The 
United States of America.” The 
Articles allow Congress to declare 
war and negotiate diplomatic 
agreements with foreign bodies, yet 
ensuring individual State 
sovereignty, freedom and powers 
not covered by the assembled 
Congress. This document was 
replaced by the Constitution.� �
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Next Meeting: 
 

Thursday,  
November 6th! 

The Naples Crier 
established 1975 

 
Monthly Newsletter for  

members of the  
Naples Chapter, Florida Society,  
Sons of the American Revolution 

Available online at:  
naplesSAR.org 

 
President 

John McCullough 
jmccullough1@peoplepc.com 

285 Stella Maris Drive S. 
Naples, FL 34114 
(239) 642-6545 

 
1st Vice President & Editor 

Sam Cahill 
samcahill@naplesSAR.org 

708 110th Avenue North 
Naples, FL 34108-1820 

(239) 597-6266 
 

2nd Vice President 
Roy Richardson 

royndory@aol.com 
1756 Sanctuary Pointe Court 

Naples, FL 34110 
(239) 513-0871 

 
Secretary 

Charles Sweeney 
chuck_sweeney@msn.com 

7007 Greentree Drive 
Naples, FL 34108-7527 

(239) 566-3307 
 

Treasurer & Registrar 
Dick Hazen 

wrhazen@vermotel.net 
2011 Gulfshore Blvd. N. #52 

Naples, FL 34102-4632 

In Memory  
& Tribute 

 
We honor the memory of 
Compatriot James Alward 
Van Fleet, who passed away 
on September 26th, 2008 
here in Naples. He was a 
fascinating person who 
served this Chapter in many 
capacities over the years 
since his acceptance into our 
Society in 2004, including 
Vice President, Secretary, 
Membership and R.O.T.C. 
Committee Chairmen, as well 
as supplying articles to the 
Naples Crier, and often being 
a guest speaker sharing his 

vast knowledge and 
awareness of historical and 
political events. He was most 
enjoyable to speak with and 
to listen to and will sorely be 
missed by this organization, 
as well as the many others he 
contributed time to. Though 
he never had any children of 
his own - he always thought 
to inquire about mine.  
 
Jim’s obituary appeared in 
the Naples Daily News. Here 
is a reprint of the article: 
 
 Dr. James A. (Jim) Van Fleet, 
68, died suddenly on September 
26, 2008. Born in Scranton, PA, he 
graduated from the University of 
Scranton, and earned a Masters 
Degree from San Marcos 
University, Lima, Peru, and a 
PhD., Economics, from The 
Maxwell School, Syracuse 
University. After college he joined 
the Peace Corps serving in the 
Dominican Republic.  Jim then 
joined Inter-American 
Development Bank as a project 
manager supervising development 
loans to Central American 
countries. He entered academia in 
the early 1970's at University of 
Pacific, Stockton, CA. He was then 
appointed by the Ford 
Administration to head the US AID 
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At the May 2004 meeting President Paul Young awarded 
proud new Compatriot Dr. James Van Fleet with his 
membership certificate into the Naples Chapter SAR. 

mission in Bolivia. He then 
successively taught at Wichita State 
University, University of Louisville, 
University of Toledo, and East 
Carolina University. Jim was a 
lifetime high achiever. He became 
an Eagle Scout at 14; was editor of 
his college year book; and was 
fluent in five languages. He loved 
foreign travel and visited more 
than 100 countries and all seven 
continents. An early hobby in 
genealogy led to a lifetime 
fascination with the Dutch colonial 
period in America and the Van 
Fleet family's arrival in 1635. He 
published his research in his book 
"Four Centuries Americans."  
 Jim retired to Naples and 
became involved in community 
activities. He was a Leadership 
Collier graduate, 2006; Vice Chair 
of the Blue Ribbon Committee, 
Collier School District; Founder, 
Collier County Foreign Relations 
Council; Chairman, County 
Productivity Committee, and 
Chairman, Collier County Hispanic 
Advisory Board.  
 Survived by former wife Holly 
H. Van Fleet, Washington, D.C., 
sister, Mary Joan (Jack) Burns; 
Scranton, PA; brother Nelson 
(Fran) Van Fleet, Wichita, KS, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Visitation 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 2 with a 
Funeral Service Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
at Fuller Funeral Home, 1625 Pine 
Ridge Road, Naples, FL.  
 
Recent letters to the Editor of 
the Naples Daily News 
rightfully espouse Jim’s 
praises: 
 
What a great loss 
Editor, Daily News: 
 I was one among many who 
were shocked and saddened to learn 
of the passing of a friend and 
associate, Jim Van Fleet. 
 Over the past few years Jim 
had invested several thousand 
volunteer hours toward bettering 

our community and local 
government. 
 The Collier County 
commissioners recently honored 
Jim as “Outstanding Advisory 
Committee Member” based on his 
broad involvement in the Collier 
community. His was a member of 
or chaired the county Productivity 
Committee, Hispanic Affairs 
Advisory Board and the blue ribbon 
committee examining Collier 
schools. He also was involved with 
the Collier County Historical 
Society, Council on Foreign 
Relations, Sister Cities, American 
Society for Public Administration 
and the Leadership Collier 
Foundation. 
 Jim’s value in his tireless 
volunteer commitments stemmed 
from his career in national and local 
government, deep academic 
credentials, intellectual objectivity 
and a passion to move our 
community forward. His 
contributions to issues were 
consistently both learned and 
pragmatic, often leavened with his 
quick, sly wit. 
 Much of Jim’s professional 

career was with the Agency for 
International Development (U.S. 
State Department), centered on 
economics, public administration 
and urban planning. His academic 
preparation included a doctorate 
from Syracuse University in those 
subjects and a law degree from 
Pacific University. 
 Our community needs more 
people like Jim Van Fleet. He was 
the ultimate (i.e., best imaginable) 
volunteer and a man you would be 
happy to call a friend. His loss will 
be felt directly by all who were 
privileged to know him and 
indirectly by those in the 
community who benefited from his 
deep involvement here. 
 Larry Baytos,  
 Naples chairman,  
 Collier Government  
 Productivity Committee 
 
For justice and equality 
Editor, Daily News: 
Dr. James A. Van Fleet died a true 
hero. 
 He had written a letter to the 
editor just a few days before he 
passed away, standing up for 
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equality and justice. He was 
incensed at the actions of the school 
district and gave hours of his time 
sitting on the blue ribbon 
committee and the Diversity 
Committee representing those who 
he felt had been disenfranchised. 
He was the passionate, intelligent 
voice that spoke out, even when he 
had nothing to gain. 
 Van Fleet was extremely well 
educated, with master’s degrees, a 
doctorate and a law degree. 
 He traveled the world in the 
service of our country, and most 
importantly in the service of 
creating a better world. He was 
extremely involved in Collier 
County as a leader, serving on the 
Hispanic advisory council to the 
County Commission and had just 
been honored by the County 
Commission for his hard work. 
 This community will miss Van 
Fleet and honors him for the great 
man that he was and the great work 
that he did. May he rest in peace 
and his legacy of justice and 
equality live forever. 
 Randy Pines,  
 chief negotiator,  
 Teamsters Local 79 
 
Here’s Jim’s letter to the 
Editor mentioned above and 
printed on September 23rd, 
2008 - just five days before 
his passing: 
 
Letter: ’Had to make’? Hardly  
Editor, Daily News: 
 I served on the Blue Ribbon 
Committee reviewing school 
district finances and operations 
issues. 
 Your article on Collier 
County Public Schools’ 
privatization of custodial services 
states it was “a decision the board 
had to make.” I beg to differ with 
you. 
 Among many issues that were 
not vetted were a so-called 
Purchased Services account that 

ballooned from $4 million to $12 
million in three years — courtesy 
busing (largely for the articulate 
wealthy) that could be trimmed by 
at least $250,000; so-called white 
fleet vehicle cutbacks, many driven 
by commuting administrators using 
taxpayer-paid gasoline; elimination 
of top administrator perquisites like 
paid health insurance for spouses, 
et al.; and elimination of most 
conference and travel expenses. 
These are but a few, quite aside 
from the often-cited and feasible 
and flexible reserve fund use and 
health-coverage issues. 
 Cognizant of important public 
policy issues at hand, an intelligent 
administration and board would 
have thought long and hard about a 
well-advised gesture of saving 250 
positions held overwhelmingly by 
minority persons that might have 
inspired a cheering public to vote 
favorably for the November 
referendum and its salvation of 
operations funds. 
 At this juncture, I do not see 
that happening with a public angry 
and frustrated by a controlling, 
coddled, astonishingly overpaid, 
isolated and utterly indifferent 
administration, not to overlook a 
dysfunctional board, sowing the 
ground for many more difficulties 
for the school district to come in 
the future. 
 Collier County deserves much 
better. Where are the tar and 
feathers when you really need 
them? 
Dr. James A. Van Fleet  
 
You will be missed dear 
friend, but never forgotten! �  
 

Election Day 
Has Arrived!  

 
The Naples Chapter once 
again will participate in the 
Adopt-A-Precinct program 
put on by the Collier County 
Supervisor of Election’s 
office. The funds raised by 
the volunteers hard work will 
go to good causes and 
distributed through the 
Chapter’s various Youth 
programs such as the 
Rumbaugh Oration Contest, 
and  the Knight’s and JROTC 
Essay Contests.  
 
November 4th is the General 
Election and the following 
members and spouses have 
volunteered to operate this 
election’s polling place: 
 
Jim Applegate 
Joanne Applegate 
Ginny Bailey 
Hil Bailey 
Don Cahill 
Sam Cahill 
Charles Cortright 
Don Craig 
John McCullough 
Chuck Sweeney 
Sharon Sweeney 
 
We would like to thank 
Chapter Secretary Chuck 
Sweeney for being Precinct 
Clerk and leading the effort, 
as well as the above for their 
devotion to such a worthy 
purpose. Thank you! �  
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President’s 
Message 

 
The following statement is 
condensed. It applies directly 
to our October disaster! 
 
A former President stated “I 
want to talk to you right now 
about a fundamental threat to 
American democracy. ---In a 
nation that was proud of hard 
work, strong families, close-
knit communities, and our 
faith in God, ---too many of 
us now tend to worship self-
indulgence and consumption. 
---Washington D.C. has 
become an island. The gap 
between our citizens and our 
government has never been 
so wide. The people are 
looking for honest answers --
-not politics as usual. ---
There are two paths to 
choose. One is ---the path 
that leads to fragmentation 

and self-interest, ---down that 
road lies a mistaken idea of 
freedom, ---that path would 
be one of constant conflict 
between narrow interests 
ending in chaos and 
immobility. It is a certain 
route to failure. All the 
traditions of our past, all the 
lessons of our heritage, all the 
promises of our future point 
to another path, the path of 
common purpose and the 
restoration of American 
values. That path leads to true 
freedom for our nation and 
ourselves. We can take the 
first steps down that path as 
we begin to solve our energy 
problems.” 
 
The President thought it 
imperative that the above 
thoughts preface the 
remainder of his speech that 
included energy 
independence. He said in the 
speech: “This is not a 
message of happiness or 

reassurance, but it is the truth 
and it is a warning.” 
President Carter is considered 
by most to be a failure, 
perhaps no one listened! 
President Ford earlier gave a 
speech that also included a 
plan for energy 
independence. Congress did 
not listen then, or today. Has 
Congress denied us a 
government that works to the 
betterment of the U.S.A., it’s 
people and imperiled our 
future??? If they had passed a 
comprehensive energy 
program in 1974 as requested 
by the President would we be 
in economic peril, 
unemployment and involved 
in military adventures in the 
Middle East, Africa, etc? 
Would there have been 9-11? 
 
Is the SAR being vigilant in 
defending the principles our 
ancestors sacrificed to gain 
and our fighting men have 
sacrificed to preserve??? 

 
Sincerely, 
John McCullough 
Chapter President  
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Past Meeting 
Minutes (May) 
 
The May 1, 2008, luncheon 
meeting of the Naples SAR 
Chapter was called to order at 
noon, with President John L. 
McCullough presiding. It was 
held at the Elks Lodge, 3950 
Radio Road. Following the 
reading by Compatriot Philip 
Ballou of the poem, “The 
Flag,” the Colors were 
posted; the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the SAR 
Pledge were given. 
Compatriot James Applegate 
gave the invocation. Then 
President John McCullough 
welcomed chapter members 
and stated the purpose of 
today’s gathering; namely, 
we would close-out this 
year’s meeting season with 
the election and installation 
of new chapter officers for 
2008-2009.  Following this 
brief opening, the Treasurer’s 
Report was given; and the 
minutes for March and April 
were approved, as presented 
on pages 4, 5 and 6 of The 
Naples Crier for May 2008. 
Then the following 
announcements were made. 
First, the Philip and Mim 
Ballou SAR Book Awards 
are being presented to an 
exceptional Social Studies 
senior in each of our nine 
local High Schools. Next, the 
Spring Board of Management 
(BOM) Meeting will be this 
weekend in Kissimmee, 
Florida. Compatriots Don 

Cahill and John McCullough 
will attend. They will take the 
winning posters selected at 
our last meeting to the BOM 
for presentation at the State 
level competition.  Our local 
winner was Huston Brown, a 
5th grade student in the 
Everglades City School 
system. Our runner-up was 
Anna Howard, a 5th grade 
student at Tommie Barfield 
Elementary School on Marco 
Island, Florida. Third, our 
Naples Chapter’s 
“Outstanding JROTC Cadet” 
winner, Sebastian Bernal, 
placed 3rd in the FLSSAR 
contest. He was awarded a 
check for $200 last week for 
being our winner. Fourth, our 
summer activities will consist 
of the presentation of five 
Flag Day Award Certificates, 
the participation in the 
Naples 4th of July parade, and 
manning our voting precinct 
in August. Fifth, the Big 
Cypress DAR Chapter is 
scheduled to meet Friday, 
May 16, 2008, at the Country 
Club of Naples at 11:00 AM. 
Finally, the Genealogical 
Society of Collier County has 
scheduled their next meeting 
for Tuesday, May 13th at the 
St. Johns Episcopal Church at 
the corner of Crayton Road 
and Park Shore.  
 
Lunch was served. Following 
that, Compatriot Don Cahill 
presented the proposed slate 
of officers for the 2008-2009 
season and opened 
nominations from the floor. 

Since there were no further 
nominations, Compatriot 
Cahill turned the proceeding 
over to Compatriot Ralph 
Cramer, who inducted the 
new officers. The Naples 
SAR Chapter officers for the 
2008-2009 season are as 
follows: President John L. 
McCullough; 1st Vice 
President Samuel O. Cahill; 
2nd Vice President Roy G. 
Richardson; Secretary 
Charles T. Sweeney; 
Treasurer W. Richard Hazen 
(with Jim Applegate serving 
as Assistant Treasurer); 
Chancellor Dennis R. White; 
Chaplain Charles E. 
Cortright; Registrar W. 
Richard Hazen; Historian 
Donald B. Cahill; and 
Sergeant-at-Arms John L. 
McCullough.   
 
The meeting was closed at 
approximately 1:40 pm, with 
the SAR Recessional. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Secretary Charles T. Sweeney 
 

Past Meeting 
Minutes (Oct) 

 
The first luncheon meeting of 
the 2008-2009 Season of the 
Naples SAR Chapter was 
called to order at noon on 
October 2, 2008, with 
President John L. 
McCullough presiding. It was 
held at the Elks Lodge, 3950 
Radio Road. The Colors were 
posted; the Pledge of 
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Allegiance and the SAR 
Pledge were given. Chaplain 
Charles Cortright said the 
invocation, with special 
notice given to the passing of 
Compatriot James Alward 
Van Fleet.  
 
Then President John 
McCullough welcomed the 
return of chapter members. 
He welcomed our guests and 
introduced our guest speaker, 
Kathleen Slebodnik of The 
League of Women Voters.  
 
President McCullough then 
proceeded with announce-
ments. First, Jim Applegate, 
Jr. and Robert Withey are 
new chapter members. Next, 
Jim Applegate, Sr. was 
commended for the fine job 
he did as editor of last 
season’s Crier, for Sam 
Cahill has become our new 
editor. As a cost saving 
measure, Compatriot Sam 
Cahill will use the internet by 
which to distribute subse-
quent editions of the Crier. 
Those without an email 
address will continue to 
receive their edition of the 
Crier by mail. Third, The Big 
Cypress DAR Chapter has 
scheduled a 11:00 AM 
meeting for Friday, October 
17th at the Country Club of 
Naples. Fourth, the Genea-
logical Society of Collier 
County has scheduled its next 
meeting for Tuesday, October 
14th at its new location: 
Moorings Presbyterian 
Church, Moss Hall, 791 

Harbor Drive. Fifth, our 
principle source of funds is 
monies received by chapter 
members who man the polls 
during elections. A special 
thanks was extended to those 
who assisted in this endeavor 
in the past; namely, John 
McCullough, Don and Sam 
Cahill, Jim and Joanne 
Applegate, Charles Cortright, 
Chuck and Sharon Sweeney 
and Forest Morgan. More 
volunteers are needed to 
round-out our quota for the 
precinct we will be manning 
during the up-in-coming 
November 4th General 
Election. Point of contact in 
this regard is Chuck 
Sweeney. Finally, the 
summer issue of the FLSSAR 
magazine contained an article 
condensed from one written 
by our own Compatriot, 
Ralph Crammer. The article 
deals with General 
Washington’s Second Front, 
which included the Spanish 
involvement through the 
efforts of General de Galvez, 
who was the Governor of the 
Spanish regions of the 
southern regions of our 
continent. Our Color Guard is 
named after General de 
Galvez.     
 
Following the announce-
ments, lunch was served. And 
following that, guest speaker 
Kathleen Slebodnik of The 
League of Women Voters 
presented thoughts on what 
might be of interest to voters 
in the up-in-coming election. 

Chief in this regard was a 
review of those amendments 
to the Florida Constitution 
that will appear on the ballots 
for the November 4th General 
Election. 
 
The meeting was closed at 
approximately 1:45 pm, with 
the SAR Recessional. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charles T. Sweeney 
Chapter Secretary 

 

Revolutionary 
Quotes 

 
“Poor, we conquered the 
riches of others; rich, those 
riches conquered us.” 
 Francisco de Quevedo 
 (1580-1645) 
 
“This country is in a most 
miserable condition, no head 
to govern, and every man in 
office does what he pleases, 
without fear of being called 
to account.” 
 Alexander Stanhope 
 1694 
 
“Society is produced by our wants, 
and government by our wicked-
ness; the former promotes our 
happiness positively by uniting our 
affections, the latter negatively by 
restraining our vices.” 
 Thomas Paine 
 1776 
 
“We have the wolf by the ear, and 
we can neither hold him, nor safely 
let him go. Justice is in one scale, 
and self-preservation in the other.” 
 Thomas Jefferson 
 22 April 1820 
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c/o Sam Cahill, Editor 
708 110th Avenue North 
Naples, FL 34108-1820 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Correspondence from 
Naples Chapter, Florida Society, 

National Sons of the American Revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
�� Tuesday, November 4th, 2008: General Election Day! All Chapter members involved in the 

Adopt-A-Precinct program will have a busy day operating the polling place! All others should 
exercise their right to vote and get to their Precincts and cast that ballot! 

�� Thursday, November 6th, 2008: The next Regular Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR at the 
Elks Lodge, 3950 Radio Road. 

�� Thursday, November 20th, 2008: Board of Director’s Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR. 
We will meet at the Elks Lodge for a noon lunch meeting. All compatriots are free to attend. 

�� Friday, November 21st, 2008: The Big Cypress Chapter of the DAR will meet at 11 am at the 
Country Club of Naples, 185 Burning Tree Drive, Naples. Guest speaker will be Brigitte van 
den Hove-Smith who will commence on General Lafayette.. Cost for the luncheon is $20 per 
person. Please RSVP by October 10th: Virginia White, 245 Monterey Drive, Naples, FL 34119, 
or phone (239) 352-7929. 

�� Friday, November 21st - Saturday, November 22nd, 2008: Our local Myles Standish Colony 
of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida will not have their regular 
November meeting but host the 71st Annual State Meeting at the Country Club of Naples in 
Naples. RSVP by November 18th with Sec. Sheila See at SBSee@aol.com or 239-463-2817. 

�� Thursday, December 4th, 2008: Regular Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR. 
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Member Survey 
 
We need you input immediately! We are looking for member participation and suggestions 
regarding the next CHARTER DAY CELEBRATION scheduled for tentatively for March 
2009 - that only a few months away! And preparation must begin soon.  
 
Please take a moment to fill-out and send this survey to: John McCullough, 285 Stella Maris 
Drive S., Naples, FL 34114, or phone John at (239) 642-6545, or e-mail us your opinions 
directly to: jmccullough1@peoplepc.com.  
 
The Board of Director’s has discussed the possibility of this year having a picnic instead of a 
banquet. The two events vary in many ways most notable cost, location, and formality. In the 
Chapter history it has celebrated in a number of ways: (a) an evening event, (b) a special 
weekend luncheon, or (c) a regular meeting.  
 
Last year, we had a formal evening banquet at the Country Club of Naples, the cost of which 
was $35 per person attending, as well as another $5 or so for the Chapter per person. The 
Chapter subsidized the extra money in an effort to keep the cost per member at $35 each. 
This is the type of annual event we have had for a number of years now. 
 
This year it was proposed that perhaps a weekend luncheon picnic would be a fun alternative, 
with a price tag of about $16 per person (same as our regular lunch meetings), set at a local 
park. The food would be supplied by Rib City or some other BBQ restaurant, and presented 
as a buffet. Casual dress would be appropriate for the picnic. This would be more open to 
family and friends attending as well - due to the lower cost and informality. 
 
Which would you prefer: 
 
�� Banquet 
 
�� Picnic 
 
�� Other 
 
Suggestions/comments: 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 


