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 NEXT MEETING  IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH, 2009!  

“The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to 
you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, 
the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your safety; of 
your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly prize.” 

- George Washington, First American President 

Support Your New President  

 SINCE  1975 ��� �  NAPLES CHAPTER  S.A.R. NEWSLETTER  ��� �  FEBRUARY  2009  

 The grand festivities of 
Inauguration Day have come 
and gone and we’d like to 
congratulate our new President 
Barack Obama, who became the 
44th President of the United 
States! It was a proud day for 
minorities who felt that equality 
had finally reached them. And it 
should be a proud time for all 
who witnessed the realization 
stated in the Declaration of 
Independence that “All Men are 
Created Equal…. by their 
Creator.“ It is our duty as 
Americans to not only support 
our Creator, but to support our 

national leader as we have for 
over 200 hundred years, back 
when George Washington was 
elected as our first President on 
April 30, 1789. 
 Among the most notable 
events on Inauguration Day was 
the often overlooked peaceful 
transfer of power from the out-
going President and 
Administration to the in-coming 
President and their newly 
appointed Administration. This 
is what makes the American 
Democracy unique and special 
in the world. There is no coup, 
no infighting, no executions or 
rebellion. The government 
doesn’t cease to operate or 
collapse. And transition is 
prepared and deliberate. Again, 
we should be proud to live in a 
country that maintain civil order 
in such a way.  
 President Washington was 
the first to hand over power, 
which he did to his former Vice 
President, President John 
Adams. We can also attribute 
George Washington with 
creating a central government 

funded by a national debt, the 
implementation of our tax 
system, and a national bank. All 
of which are things new 
President Obama also had 
passed down to him from his 
predecessor and will have to 
manage in the days ahead.  
 Besides it’s overwhelming 
expansion in land mass and 
population, our society hasn’t 
changed much in a couple 
hundred years, but the 
technology which we rely upon 
to help us make decisions has. 
President George Washington is 
consistently considered among 
the greatest Presidents in our 
history, but had little to gauge 
his success other than those 
around him or who he saw on 
the street. With today’s tech we 
are closer to one another and to 
those in the world, and able to 
hear millions of voices 
simultaneously.  
 Let us support our President 
and may God grant him the 
clarity to hear what all the 
voices have to say. 
 
Regards, 
Sam Cahill 
Newsletter Editor 
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Joseph Rumbaugh Oration Contestants Ashley Forest and 
Matthew Berning with President John McCullough. 
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Past  
Meeting 
Minutes  

 
The Naples Chapter, Florida 
Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution fourth 
luncheon meeting of the 
2008-2009 Season was called 
to order at noon on January 8, 
2008, with President John L. 
McCullough presiding. It was 
held at the Elks Lodge, 3950 
Radio Road.  
 
The Colors were posted; 
Compatriot Don Cahill 
commanded the flag detail. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was 
lead by Chapter Secretary, 
Compatriot Chuck Sweeney; 
the SAR Pledge was lead by 
Compatriot Ed Ferguson; and 
the Invocation was given by 
Compatriot Charley 

Cortright. Then President 
John McCullough welcomed 
chapter members and 
introduced guests, to include 
our Joseph S. Rumbaugh 
Oration Contest participants 
Ashley Forest, a senior at 
Lely High School, and 
Matthew Berning, a junior at 
Gulf Coast High School.  
 
The December Minutes were 
approved. Then announce-
ments were made by 
President McCullough as 
follows: First, this year’s 
Joseph S. Rumbaugh Oration 
Contest Chairman is 
Compatriot Ed Ferguson. 
Second the Big Cypress 
DAR Chapter will meet at 
11:00 AM, Friday, January 
16, 2009, Country Club of 
Naples. Next, the 
Genealogical Society of 
Collier County has scheduled 
its next meeting for 7:30 PM, 
Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 



THE  NAPLES CRIER  - PAGE 3 - FEBRUARY  2009 

 NEXT MEETING  IS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH, 2009! 

John McCullough awards Matthew 
Berning with First Place prize. 

at the Moorings Presbyterian 
Church, Moss Hall, 791 
Harbor Drive, Naples. 
Fourth, Charter Member, 
Compatriot John Anson 
Smith passed away during 
December. He was a native 
of Naples and is survived by 
his wife, Sue. Fifth, 
Compatriots Don Cahill and 
John McCullough will attend 
the Winter BOM in 
Kissimmee at the end of 
January. At the Winter BOM, 
the State Rumbaugh contest 
winner will be selected. 
Sixth, the February meeting 
will honor the Naples area 
JROTC Programs. Com-
patriot Tom Lovely is our 
JROTC chairman. And 
finally, our Charter Day 
activity this year is a picnic 
style gathering at Veterans 
Community Park. It will 
occur on Saturday, March 14, 
during the hours of 11:00AM 
to 3:00PM, with food being 
served from 12:00 to 2:30 
PM.  
 
Following the announce-
ments, lunch was served. And 
following that, the Joseph S. 
Rumbaugh Oration Contest 
began. Matthew Berning  
gave his talk first; then 
Ashley Forest gave hers. 
Both students gave impress-
ive presentations. Both 
clearly exhibited a keen 
under-standing of the history 
and purpose of the contest. 
Namely, that the oration 
contest has its roots in the 
1940’s and each  contestant is 

instructed to focus 
his or her talk on the 
following: (1) Bring 
American History to 
light as it relates to 
events of today. (2) 
Draw an intelligent 
relationship between 
the past and the 
present. (3) Clearly 
demonstrate freedom 
of opportunity as a 
basic right of our 
national heritage. (4) 
Place a positive 
emphasis on the 
plans of our 
founding fathers. (5) 
Emphasize justice 
under law in the free 
society. (6) Illustrate 
how the Revolutionary War 
influenced our freedom of 
expression.  
 
When the contest was over 
and the scores were tabulated, 
it was announced that the 
winner of the 2009 Naples 
Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution Joseph 
S. Rumbaugh Oration Con-
test was, for a second year 
running, Matthew Berning. 
Congratulations were extend-
ed, certificates presented to 
each contestant, and pictures 
were taken accordingly.  
 
The meeting was closed at 
approximately 1:52 PM, with 
the SAR Recessional. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chapter Secretary  
Charles T. Sweeney 

 

At This Time 
During the  
Revolution 

 
February 1768 
Samuel Adams writes the 
Massachusetts Circular Letter  
which explained his opposi-
tion to taxation without 
representation and called for 
the colonists to band together 
against the British govern-
ment, it also explained how 
the Massachusetts General 
Court was handling the 
Townsend Acts and in a short 
time the letter travels 
throughout the colonies. 
England’s Parliament reacted 
to this swiftly by occupying 
Boston with British troops.  
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708 110th Avenue North 
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Monthly Correspondence from 
Naples Chapter, Florida Society, 

National Sons of the American Revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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�� Thursday, February 26th, 2009: Board of Director’s Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR.  

Noon lunch business meeting in the Elks Lodge main dining room. All Chapter Officers and 
Committee Chairmen are urged to attend. 

 
�� Saturday, March 14th, 2009: Naples Chapter Charter Day Celebration Picnic at Veteran’s 

Park, off Immokalee Road. Social starts at 11:30 a.m. and lunch will start at noon. 

Next SAR Meeting: Thurs., February 5th! 
The next Regular Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR at the Elks Lodge, 3950 Radio 
Road. This month we will honor high school students from the JROTC Program in Collier 
County. Social starts at 11:30 a.m./meeting starts at noon. $16 per person for lunch. All 
guests are welcome! 

 


