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“All might be free if they valued freedom, and defended it as they should.” 
- Samuel Adams, American patriot 

Good Tidings to You, Compatriots! 

 SINCE  1975 ��� �  NAPLES CHAPTER  S.A.R. NEWSLETTER  ��� �  DECEMBER  2008  

CELEBRATING  THE  35TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF OUR CHARTER : 1973-2008 

Hello dear Compatriots!  
 
The end of the year is almost 
here and what a beautiful time it 
is to live in Southwest Florida.  
 
The weather is about 74 degrees 
outside, sunny and enough 
breeze to let you know the 
season has changed, as well as 
the less subtle changes in our 
environment such as the 
ominous-sounding Black 
Friday, roadside Christmas tree 

retailers, and “snowbirds” on 
the road.  
 
Welcome back to our members 
who are amongst that annual 
migration to Florida. I hope 
your journey was without 
incident, and that we see you at 
our next meeting on December 
4th!  
 
More change is in the air as We 
The People… have elected our 
44th President of the United 

States, Barack Obama. True 
equality has come to African-
Americans as the first 
“minority” president is elected 
in our history!  
 
It’s a testament to American 
ideals that when given the 
chance Americans will prove 
that anything is possible in 
these great United States!  
 
As we do with each public 
election - let’s hope that the 
number of promises kept while 
in office are greater than the 
rhetoric made during the 
campaign.  
 
We wish our next President 
great insight and Godspeed in 
the challenges ahead (as there 
are many), and may God 
continue to bless the United 
States of America! 
 
Regards, 
Sam Cahill 
Newsletter Editor 
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What is the 
S.A.R.? 

 
The SAR is a historical, 
educational, and patriotic 
non-profit, United States 
501(c)3, corporation that 
seeks to maintain and extend: 
�� the institutions of 

American freedom  
�� an appreciation for true 

patriotism  
�� a respect for our national 

symbols 
�� the value of American 

citizenship  
�� the unifying force of e 

pluribus Unum* that has 
created, from the people 
of many nations, one 
nation and one people.  

 
We do this by perpetuating 
the stories of patriotism, 
courage, sacrifice, tragedy, 
and triumph of the men who 
achieved the independence of 
the American people in the 
belief that these stories are 
universal ones of man's 
eternal struggle against 
tyranny, relevant to all time, 
and will inspire and 
strengthen each succeeding 
generation as it too is called 
upon to defend our freedoms 

on the battlefield 
and in 

our public 
institutions.  

 
* Out of many, 

one. �  
�

Final Chapter 
Dues Notice!  

 
Dear Compatriots you should 
have received your latest 
dues notice and membership 
card for the 2009 year. 
Please remember to send 
payment of $70 for your dues 
to Chapter Assistant 
Treasurer Compatriot James 
Applegate as soon as 
possible! If you do not make 
contact and pay your dues by 
December 17th - you could 
be dropped from the 
National roster! These funds 
are vital to this Society to 
keep our good works 
continuing into the new year. 
Thank you. �  
�

36th Annual  
Charter Day!  

 
Saturday, March 7th, 2009 is 
the tentative date of the 39th 
Annual Charter Day for the 
Naples Chapter. In keeping 
with our annual tradition of 
celebrating the anniversary 
of the Naples Chapter‘s 
formation we are planning a 
festive event which will 
include food, friends and 
merriment. 
 
Last month we included a 
survey in the newsletter, and 
based upon the response (so 
far) a picnic-style event was 
more preferable to members. 
As such, the Charter Day 



THE  NAPLES CRIER  - PAGE 3 - DECEMBER  2008 

 

Possible Picnic location at Veteran’s Park 

Rendering of new SAR Headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky 

Committee has begun 
scouting out various 
locations to hold the event, 
as well as vendors to supply 
the food.  
 
The photo to the right is 
considered our best picnic 
location, which is located at 
Veteran’s Park, off 
Immokalee Road. The 
shelter has ample room, a 
pleasant secluded spot with 
trees, parking and restrooms 
across the parking lot 
(shown). 
 
If you are interested in 
helping the Committee, 
please contact John 
McCullough (see Page 2 for 
contact info).��
�

Words from 
Our Regional 
Vice President 

 
Our Florida Society President 
Ron Toops has asked if each 
member of our Chapter could 

contribute a small donation to 
the Center for Advancing 
America’s Heritage (CAAH), 
or now simply called “the 
Center“.  
 
The idea is that if a large 
percentage of S.A.R. 
members make contributions 
toward their new 
Headquarters in Louisville, 
Kentucky, then it will be 
much easier for National’s 
efforts to obtain bigger 
donations from foundations, 

corporations, and 
philanthropists.  
 
The amount each individual 
gives is up to them. Even 
twenty dollars per member 
would be great. Please give a 
check or cash to our Chapter 
treasurer Dick Hazen either at 
our next meeting or mail to 
him at: 2011 Gulfshore Blvd. 
N. #52, Naples, FL 34102-
4632. 
 
For more information about 

this cause, see articles 
in the Fall 2008 issue of 
the Florida Patriot 
magazine (page 1 and 
8) and the S.A.R. 
Magazine’s Winter 
2008 issue (cover and 
pages 4-7). Thank you. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Donald  
“Don” Cahill 
SWFL Regional VP 



THE  NAPLES CRIER  - PAGE 4 - DECEMBER  2008 

 

Cadets marching at West Point  

Eggnog: A Colonial  
Christmas Tradition  

By Jeff Westover 
 
Christmas of 1826 was 
snowy, cold and lonely for 
the cadets of West Point. 
Though called “men” they 
were really teenage boys -- 
some as young as 17 -- and 
they wanted to celebrate 
Christmas. Young Jefferson 
Davis, future president of the 
Confederate States of 
America, was amongst them.  
 
But West Point then, as it is 
now, was a house of order 
and discipline. The military 
academy was under the 
strictest orders of sobriety 
that Christmas season. And 
being young men some took 
it upon themselves to 
challenge those orders in the 

name of holiday celebration. 
They organized, they partied 
-- and then they got caught.  
During excused absences 
the men of West Point 
would visit area taverns and 
drink grog -- a mix of 
alcoholic spirits and spices 
whose many differing 
recipes came over from the 
Old World of England in 
those post-revolutionary 
times. But for their clan-
destine Christmas celebration 
of 1826 they sought to make 
eggnog - a creamy mixture of 
typical grog ingredients 
combined with milk, cream 
and eggs. Military tradition 
had passed down rumors of a 
fancy for the drink from 
George Washington himself, 
whose stiff recipe challenged 

even the heartiest drinker. It 
was the seasonal tradition of 
Christmas in colonial 
America and for these boys it 
was a sentimental taste of 
home.  
 
Carefully they planned their 
party. The ingredients were 
brought in under cover of 
darkness, at varying times 
and by the hands of several 
individuals. On Christmas 
Eve they posted guards to 
look out for watchful superior 
officers, blackened their 
windows and began mixing 
their eggnog. Their party 
proceeded unnoticed until 
4:30 in the morning when 
the effects of their 
celebration started to take 
effect rather noisily. By that 
point keeping the officers 
from noticing was 
impossible. What ensued 
thereafter has come to be 
known in legend as the 
Eggnog Riot. One cadet 
ended up facing murder 
charges by the time it was 
said and done. Six others 
resigned and 19 others were 
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President  
George Washington 

court-martialed. And many, 
including Jefferson Davis, 
received the punishment of 
being confined to quarters for 
more than a month.  
 
But many, even some of 
those expelled from the 
academy, expressed no regret 
for their involvement in the 
event. It was after all 
Christmas. And it was, after 
all, only eggnog.  
 
Eggnog was one of the most 
common holiday traditions of 
Colonial America. Before 
there were Christmas trees, 
before there was Santa Claus, 
and long before there was 
ever a national holiday called 
Christmas there was the 
annual tradition of eggnog.  
 
Eggnog definitely has ties to 
old England and the time-

honored tradition of wassail. 
Though different from 
wassail, which used fruits as 
a base, eggnog's consistent 
ingredient has always been 
eggs. But aside from the 
eggs and milk or cream, 
eggnog of the 18th century 
could contain any manner of 
wine, beer, ale or other 
spirits. Spices, most notably 
nutmeg, were also constants.  
 
George Washington's recipe 
called for one quart of 
cream, one quart of milk, a 
dozen eggs, one pint of 
brandy, a half pint of rye, a 
quarter pint of rum and a 
quarter pint of sherry. He 
was famous, especially after 
the Revolutionary War, for 
holding festive Christmas 
gatherings featuring his 
unique brand of eggnog.  
 
Eggnog continues to this day 
as a holiday tradition. 
Available now in grocery 
stores as early as mid-
October, eggnog is as popular 
as a non-alcoholic beverage 
as it once was in its raw form. 
It has over time become one 
of the classic flavors of 
Christmas and has spawned a 
mini-industry of eggnog-
flavored creations from 
cheese cake to ice cream. �  
 

Past Meeting 
Minutes  

 
The Naples Chapter, Florida 
Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution second 
luncheon meeting of the 
2008-2009 Season was called 
to order at noon on 
November 6, 2008, with 
President John L. 
McCullough presiding. It was 
held at the Elks Lodge, 3950 
Radio Road.  
 
The Colors were posted; 
Compatriot Don Cahill 
commanded the flag detail. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was 
lead by Chapter Secretary, 
Compatriot Chuck Sweeney; 
the SAR Pledge was lead by 
1st Vice President, 
Compatriot Sam Cahill; and 
the Invocation was given by 
Compatriot Charley 
Cortright. Then President 
John McCullough welcomed 
special guests and chapter 
members. The guests of 
honor included Collier 
County Sheriff Don Hunter 
and Collier County Sheriff-
Elect Kevin Rambosk.  
 
Minutes of May and October 
2008 were approved. Then 
President McCullough gave 
the announcements. First, the 
membership will be polled to 
determine their preference 
concerning the 2008-2009 
Charter Day celebration. 
What is being considered is 
an afternoon picnic style 
gathering, rather than a sit-
down dinner similar to that 
which has occurred in years 
past. Next, The Big Cypress 
DAR Chapter will celebrate 
their 40th Anniversary at an 
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The Boston Tea Party 

11:00 AM luncheon on 
Friday, November 21, 2008, 
at the Country Club of 
Naples. Third, new chapter 
applicants include Dick 
Silven and Dale Dalton.  
Fourth, the Genealogical 
Society of Collier County has 
scheduled its next meeting 
for Tuesday, November 11th 
at the Moorings Presbyterian 
Church, Moss Hall, 791 
Harbor Drive, Naples. 
Finally, it was noted that 
select members of our SAR 
chapter staffed the Collier 
County 137 Precinct for the 
General Election on 
November 4th. 
 
Following the announce-
ments, lunch was served. And 
following that, guest speaker 
Sheriff Don Hunter gave a 
presentation on the crime rate 
in Collier County, with 
emphasis on what law 
enforcement is doing to 
combat crime committed by 
illegal immigrants. With the 
conclusion of this talk, 
President John McCullough 
presented awards.  
 
First, Sheriff Don Hunter 
was awarded the Law 
Enforce-ment 
Commendation Medal for 
his professional and 
dedicated public service to 
Collier County. Sheriff 
Hunter joined the 
department as a Deputy in 
1979. He held various 
leadership positions from 
1981 to 1988. He was 

elected Sheriff in1988, and 
re-elected in 1992, 1996, 
2000, and 2004.  
 
Next, Dick Hazen was 
presented the Liberty Medal, 
which commemorates the 
restoration of the Statue of 
Liberty and is intended to 
remind us of our liberty. The 
medal is presented for 
outstanding service in the 
recruitment of new members to 
the SAR. 
 The meeting was closed at 
approximately 1:50 PM, with 
the SAR Recessional. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Secretary Charles T. Sweeney 
 

At This Time 
During the  
Revolution 

 
December 16, 1773 
A group of protestors, 

American colonists, led by 
Samuel Adams, dressed as 
Native Indians. That night 
they boarded several ships of 
the British East India 
Company, and dumped 
10,000 British Pounds  (about 
2 million dollars today) worth 
of tea into Boston Harbor in 
protest of the Tea Tax 
imposed upon them by the 
mother country.  
 
This event became known as 
the Boston Tea Party, a 
significant and defiant 
gesture against British rule, 
and a defining moment in the 
upcoming American 
Revolution.  
 
Adams was second cousin of 
John Adams and a political 
activist who espoused the 
separation of the American 
Colonies from British rule. 
He believed the colonists 
should defend their own 
rights and liberties and form 
their own government.  
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This act of domestic 
terrorism infuriated the 
British Parliament, many of 
whom were opposed to the 
King’s tax upon their 
brethren in the New World. 
They could not turn their 
back on such insurgence, and 
backed King George in his 
efforts to seize control of this 
far-off colony. 
 
The fuse was lit for many 
intolerable acts and the 
inevitable rebellion to 
come.��
 

Revolutionary 
Quotes 

“To found a great empire for 
the sole purpose of raising up 
a people of customers, may at 
first sight appear a project fit 
only for a nation of 
shopkeepers.” 
 Adam Smith 
 Philosopher & Economist 
 1776 

“Stand your guard. Don’t fire 
unless fired upon, but if they 
mean to have war, let it begin 
here.” 
 Captain John Parker 
 Commander at Lexington 
 19 April 1775 
 
“I realize that patriotism is 
not enough. I must have no 
hatred or bitterness towards 
anyone” 
 Edith Cavell 
 Nurse & Humanitarian 
 1915 
 
“Peace, commerce, & honest 
friendship with all nations - 
entangling alliances with 
none.” 
 Thomas Jefferson 
 President of the U.S.A. 
 04 March 1801 
 
“It is the exhaustion of men 
and money that finally 
terminates all modern wars.” 
 Montgomery Meigs 
 Quartermaster General 
 1863 
 

“Our disputes with North 
America have not at present 
the foundation of Interest, for 
the contest will cost us more 
than we can ever gain by our 
success.” 
 Lord Barrington 
 British Secretary of War 
 24 December 1774 
 
“If they are good workmen, 
they may be of Asia, Africa, 
or Europe. They may be 
Mahometans (Muslims), 
Jews, or Christians or any 
Sect - or they may be 
Athiests.” 
 George Washington 
 President of the U.S.A. 
 24 March 1784 
 

“In order to have good 
soldiers, a nation must always 
be at war.” 
 Napoleon Bonaparte 
 Emperor of France 
 26 October 1816 
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c/o Sam Cahill, Editor 
708 110th Avenue North 
Naples, FL 34108-1820 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Correspondence from 
Naples Chapter, Florida Society, 

National Sons of the American Revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�� Thursday, December 18th, 2008: Board of Director’s Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR. �
�� Friday, December 19th, 2008: The Big Cypress Chapter of the DAR will meet at 11 am at the 

Country Club of Naples, 185 Burning Tree Drive, Naples. A performance by singer Marilynn 
Dessauer with accompaniment by pianist Doug Williams and flautist Julie Hesse. Cost for the 
luncheon is $20 per person. Please RSVP by December 12th: Virginia White, 245 Monterey 
Drive, Naples, FL 34119, or phone (239) 352-7929. 

�� Thursday, January 8th, 2009: Regular Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR. 

Next SAR Meeting: Thurs., December 4th! 
The next Regular Meeting of the Naples Chapter SAR at the Elks Lodge, 3950 Radio 
Road. This month’s theme will be Valley Forge during the Revolution. Social starts at 
11:30am/meeting starts at noon. $16 per person for lunch. All guests are welcome! 

 


