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THE NAPLES 

SINCE 1975 Ċ NAPLES CHAPTER N.S.S.A.R. NEWSLETTER Ċ OCTOBER 2011 

President Charles T. Sweeneyôs WelcomePresident Charles T. Sweeneyôs WelcomePresident Charles T. Sweeneyôs Welcome   
 

Dear Compatriots: 
 

Welcome back! As we roll into fall, a smile should come across our faces as we re-

flect upon the past months and look forward to the up-and-coming programs for the 

2011-2012 season.  
 

With the arrival of June, many of our chapter members headed north to return to 

their second homes or to visit their family members outside of the State of Florida. 

Those Naples Chapter compatriots that remained (meaning those who are year-

around Florida residents), carried on. As you know, June 14 was Flag Day. During 

the days leading up to this date, our Flag Display Chairman Dick Caldarone, with 

the assistance of his committee members, identified businesses and community 

homeowners associations that properly and proudly display the American Flag day-

in and day-out within Collier County. Having done this, the Naples Chapter SAR Flag Display Committee created 

and delivered a certificate of appreciation to five establishments for its display of patriotism and love of country.  
 

During July, two significant events occurred. First, under the leadership of our Color Guard Commander (and 

Past Chapter President and Past SW Region VP), Compatriot Don Cahill rallied the troops. They formed behind 

the Big Cypress Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution in Colonial and Revolutionary War attire, to par-

ticipate in the Annual Naples Fourth of July Parade. A good time was had by all. Pictures of this event are posted 

on our website at NaplesSar.Org. Next, I attended the 121st NSSAR Congress in Winston-Salem, NC. Wearing 

my hat as Adjutant, FLSSAR World War II Veterans Company, I assisted NSSAR WWII Veterans Corps Adju-

tant, Dan McMurry, with the distribution of Certificates of Patriotism to State Societies. These certificates were 

personally signed by President General J. David Sympson and honored veterans for their meritorious service to 

country during World War II as members of the United States Armed Forces. Two members of the Naples Chap-

ter will be presented Certificates of Patriotism at our October 2011 meeting. These WWII veterans are Compatriot 

Charles Cortright and Compatriot Calvin Whitney.   
 

One of most impressive observations of the 121st Congress was the quali-

ty of our leaders, who steer our chapters, societies and national society. 

Many seem to understand the most important tenant of leadership: Wel-

come the opportunity to lead, knowing all the while itôs those who follow 

that keeps one in front. And when itôs time to pass the ñgavel,ò do so with 

a smile. For a good leader knows that those who follow him have been 

trained well and will continue to lead competently. Two pictures posted 

here are symbolic of this understanding. The first is the passing of 

ñGeneral George Washingtonôs Seal Ringò to PG Magerkurth. The other 

(on the next page) is the picture of PG Sympson and his lady as they de-

part to lead in different capacities. 

Sweeney (Continued on page 2) 
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As for our chapterôs leadership, we have a lot of talent.  Per our By-

Laws, our Board of Directors consists of nine members. They are the 

President, Immediate Past President, First Vice President, Second Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chancellor, and two At-Large Mem-

bers. The At-Large Members are Don Cahill and John McCullough. 

Among these nine compatriots, there are 205 years of leadership expe-

rience and service to the Sons of the American Revolution: There are 

five current and past Naples Chapter Presidents, two former Chapter 

Presidents from State Societies other than Florida, and one current Col-

ony Governor, Mayflower Society of Florida. It should be a fun year.  
 

Focusing on the up-and-coming events for the remaining months of 

2011, we will welcome in October new chapter members Alfred M. Cormier, Darren N. Willcox and Lawrence 

G. Willcox. We will also give special recognition to guests and select chapter members. In November, chapter 

member Dr. Ed Ferguson will chair the hosting of Collier County Sheriffs and deputies. This Law Enforcement 

Recognition Program will honor six deputies for heroic action in the service to our community.  And in Decem-

ber, we will host our state society president, David Ramseur. His visit 

will include a 30-minute program based on the famous 1851 painting of 

ñGeorge Washington Crossing the Delaware.ò 
 

As noted above, a good leader welcomes the opportunity to be in front. 

His success, however, is dependent upon those who enjoy following him. 

Knowing this, I trust you will follow for my main objectives during my 

tenure as your president are three. First, have fun. Next, honor our mem-

bers and patriot ancestors who have given so much to our society. And 

third, recruit new members so that they too can have fun with us. 

 

Best regards,  

Chuck 
         

Sweeney  (Continued from page 1) 

President David Ramseur, FLSSAR 

The George Washington Seal RingThe George Washington Seal Ring  
  

One of the treasures of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution is the General Washingtonôs Seal 

Ring. The ring is stored in a safe deposit box and brought out only for the swearing-in ceremony of the new President 

General. At that ceremony the ring is placed on the finger of the new President General by his predecessor.  

The Seal Ring on the hand of President General 

Larry Magerkurth (2011-2012). 

FLSSAR President David Ramseur Congratulates 

the new NSSAR PG.  
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Background on the NSSAR World War II Corps 
follows on the next page. 
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Fall NotesFall NotesFall Notes   
   

Fall is here and a new year of activities begins for the Naples Chapter. Your ideas, comments and help are sought to 
create interesting and stimulating programs for 2011-2012. 
 

Please take a moment to email or U.S. Mail to us your thoughts, articles, events, etc. so that we may include them in our 

plans for 2011-2012. 
 

This is your Naples Chapter S.A.R. 

Be Involved 

 

Background on the NSSAR World War II Corps  
 

During the Spring BOM meeting, Compatriot Richard E. Friberg, Miami Chapter, FLSSAR, took the 

floor to address the ongoing national effort to identify current members who are World War II veterans. 

Specifically, Compatriot Friberg indicated that he attended the Spring  2011 Leadership Meeting in Lou-

isville. While there he went to a gathering chaired by Compatriot Daniel R. McMurray, NSSAR Adju-

tant, World War II Corps. A key point in Compatriot McMurrayôs presentation was a request for chapters 

and states to support the initiative of  now past President General J. David Sympson in identifying and 

honoring our nationôs veterans, especially World War II veterans who are members of the SAR. Since the 

Spring 2011 Leadership Meeting, Compatriot Friberg has spearheaded an effort to identify all current 

WWII veterans in the FLSSAR.  
 

Following Compatriot Fribergôs comments, now past President General Sympson took the floor and am-

plified the importance of the SAR World War II Corps. He further suggested that the FLSSAR seek a 

volunteer to act as the Adjutant, Florida Company, SAR World War II Corps.  
 

When that dayôs BOM session closed, I met with now past President General Sympson, now past FLS-

SAR President Meeks, and Compatriot Friberg to volunteer as the Adjutant, Florida Company, SAR 

World War II Corp. They agreed to this appointment, with the understanding that Compatriot Friberg 

would serve as the Company Commander and I would attend to the administrative duties as he directed. 
 

At the NSSA 121st Congress in Winston-Salem, NC, over 500 Patriotic Certificates were distributed to 

the State Societies, with the Florida Society receiving a large majority of these certificates. 

ð Charles T. Sweeney, President, Naples Chapter, SAR 

NSSAR WWII Veterans Corps Adjutant, Dan McMurry,  
and Naples Chapter President Charles T. Sweeney, Adjutant, 

FLSSAR World War II Veterans Company. 

Colonel Charles T. Sweeney, USMC(ret.), 
Naples Chapter President at 121st 

National Congress in July 2011 
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American Revolution:  
Treaty of Paris (1783) 

By Kennedy Hickman (About.com) 

Treaty of Paris (1783) - Background 
 

Following the British defeat at the Battle of Yorktown in 

October 1781, leaders in Parliament decided that offen-

sive campaigns in North America should cease in favor 
of a different, more limited approach. This was spurred 

by the widening of the war to include France, Spain, and 

the Dutch Republic. Through the fall and following win-
ter, British colonies in the Caribbean fell to enemy forc-

es as did Minorca. With anti-war forces growing in pow-

er, Lord North's government fell in late March 1782 and 

was replaced by one led by Lord Rockingham. 
 

Learning that North's government had fallen, Benjamin 

Franklin, the American ambassador in Paris, wrote to 

Rockingham expressing a desire to begin peace negotia-

tions. Understanding that making peace was a necessity, 
Rockingham elected to embrace the opportunity. While 

this pleased Franklin, and his fellow negotiators John 

Adams, Henry Laurens, and John Jay, they made it clear 
that the terms of the United States' alliance with France 

prevented them from making peace without French ap-

proval. In moving forward, the British decided that they 
would not accept American independence as a precondi-

tion for beginning talks. 
 

Political Intrigue: 
 

This reluctance was due to their knowledge that France 

was experiencing financial difficulties and a hope that 
military fortunes could be reversed. To begin the pro-

cess, Richard Oswald was sent to meet with the Ameri-

cans while Thomas Grenville was dispatched to begin 
talks with the French. With negotiations proceeding 

slowly, Rockingham died in July 1782 and Lord Shel-

burne became the head of the British government. 

Though British military operations began to have suc-
cess, the French stalled for time as they were working 

with Spain to capture Gibraltar. 
 

In addition, the French sent a secret envoy to London as 

there were several issues, including fishing rights on the 
Grand Banks, on which they disagreed with their Ameri-

can allies. The French and Spanish were also concerned 

about American insistence on the Mississippi River as a 
western border. In September, Jay learned of the secret 

French mission and wrote to Shelburne detailing why he 

should not be influenced by the French and Spanish. In 
this same period, Franco-Spanish operations against Gi-

braltar were failing leaving the French to begin debating 

ways for exiting the conflict. 
 

Advancing to Peace: 
 

Leaving their allies to bicker amongst themselves, the 

Americans became aware of a letter sent during the sum-

mer to George Washington in which Shelburne conced-

ed the point of independence. Armed with this 
knowledge, they re-entered talks with Oswald. With the 

issue of independence settled, they began hammering out 

the details which included border issues and discussion 
of reparations. On the former point, the Americans were 

able to get the British to agree to the borders established 

after the French & Indian War rather than those set by 
the Quebec Act of 1774. 
 

By the end of November, the two sides produced a pre-

liminary treaty based on the following points: 
 

ÅGreat Britain recognized the Thirteen Colonies to be 

free, sovereign and independent states. 
ÅThe borders of the United States would be those of 

1763 extending west to the Mississippi. 

ÅThe United States would receive fishing rights on the 
Grand Banks and Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

ÅAll contracted debts were to be paid to creditors on each 

side.  

ÅThe Congress of the Confederation would recommend 
that each state legislature provide restitution for property 

taken from Loyalists. 
 

ÅThe United States would prevent property from being 

taken from Loyalists in the future. 
ÅAll prisoners of war were to be released.  

ÅBoth the United States and Great Britain were to have 

perpetual access to the Mississippi. 
ÅTerritory captured by the United States subsequent to 

the treaty was to be returned. 

ÅRatification of the treaty was to occur within six months 
of signing. 
 

With the British relief of Gibraltar in October, the 

French ceased to have any interest in aiding the Spanish. 

As a result, they were willing to accept a separate Anglo-
American peace. Reviewing the treaty, they grudgingly 

accepted it on November 30. 
 

Signing & Ratification: 
 

With the French approval, the Americans and Oswald 

signed a preliminary treaty on November 30. The terms 
of the treaty provoked a political firestorm in Britain 

where the concession of territory, abandonment of the 

Loyalists, and granting of fishing rights proved particu-
larly unpopular. This backlash forced Shelburne to re-

sign and a new government was formed under the Duke 

of Portland. Replacing Oswald with David Hartley, Port-

land hoped to modify the treaty. This was blocked by the 

Paris  (Continued on page 6) 
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Americans who insisted on no changes. As a result, 

Hartley and the American delegation signed the Treaty 

of Paris on September 3, 1783. 
 

Brought before the Congress of the Confederation at An-

napolis, MD, the treaty was ratified on January 14, 1784. 

Parliament ratified the treaty on April 9 and ratified cop-
ies of the document were exchanged the following 

month in Paris. Also on September 3, Britain signed sep-

arate treaties ending their conflicts with France, Spain, 

and the Dutch Republic. These largely saw the European 
nations exchange colonial possessions with Britain re-

gaining the Bahamas, Grenada, and Montserrat, while 

ceding the Floridas to Spain. France's gains included 
Senegal as well as having fishing rights guaranteed on 

the Grand Banks.  

(Continued from page 5) Paris 

American Revolution Questions  

1. What battle occurred on September 19 and October 7, 

 1777? 

2. Who was the British military leader for the Battle of 

 Saratoga? 

3. Who were the American military leaders for the Bat-

 tle of Saratoga? 

4. Who won the Battle of Saratoga? 

5. What Battle occurred September 28 - October 19, 

 1781? 

6. Who won the Battle of Yorktown? 

7. Who was the British military leader for the Battle of 

 Yorktown? 

8. Who was the American military leader for the Battle 

 of Yorktown? 

9. Who was the American military leader for the Battle 

 of Charleston? 

10. Who was the British military leader for the Battle of 

 Charleston? 

11. Who won the Battle of Charleston? 

12. What battle occurred March 29 - May12, 1780? 

(For answers, see page 7) 

Other Meetings of Interest 
 

Genealogical Society of Collier County meets 7:30 pm, 

October 11, 2011, at The Moorings Presbyterian Church, 
Moss Hall, 791 Harbour Drive, Naples.  Program: Dig-

ging into ñFind A Graveò. Presentation by Ruth E. Myers, 

GSCC. 
 

October 12, 2011: Barefoot Beach Chapter DAR, 11:30 
am (for location contact ñdee1248@aol.comò) Program: 

Mayor Ben Nelson - will speak about City of Bonita 

Springs. 
 

Caloosa Chapter, SAR, October 12, 2011, 11:30 Social; 
12:00 PM Luncheon, Royal Palm Yacht Club, 2360 W. 

First Street, Fort Myers, Florida;  

 

October 21, 2011: Big Cypress Chapter, DAR, 

11:30am Country Club of Naples. Program: ñCan 

You answer in 15 seconds or less - What we do in the 

DAR?ò 
 

October 21 & 22, 2011 Florida State SAR Fall 

Board of Management Meeting and Dinner. Kis-

simmee, Florida. All Florida SAR members are wel-

comed.  For details and reservations contact Presi-

dent Charles T. Sweeney.  These quarterly meetings 

offer an opportunity to share your patriotic interests 

with your compatriots throughout the state.  Semi-

nars and the 1st half of the business meeting are held 

on Friday afternoon with an evening banquet.  The 

business meeting resumes on Saturday morning and 

concludes by noon. 

A REMINDER!A REMINDER!  
Temporarily the luncheon meetings for October, No-

vember & December 2011 will move to FRIDAYS. 

The location remains The Country Club of Naples. 
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Next Meeting: Luncheon, FRIDAY, October 7, 2011 

Friday, October 7, 2011: First Chapter Meeting of the 
new year, 11:30 Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country 

Club of Naples.  Program: Awards and recognition of 

members and special guests. 
 

Friday, November 4, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-
lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  Pro-

gram: Law Enforcement Recognition with Dr. Edward T. 

Ferguson, Jr., Chairman of the Committee and Master of 
Ceremonies.  Awarding 6 Heroism Awards to Collier 

County Deputies. Honored guest Kevin J. Rambosk, Sher-

iff Collier County. 
 

Friday, December 2, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  Pro-

gram: Rumbaugh Oration Contest with Past President 
John McCullough as Chairman of the Rumbaugh Oration 

Committee and Master of Ceremonies. Honored guest: 

FLSSAR President David Ramseur with stage setting by 
Chapter President Colonel Charles T. Sweeney, USMC 

(ret.).  State President Ramseurôs remarks will focus on 

the painting and the event of George Washington Crossing 

the Delaware. 
 

Thursday, January 5, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  Pro-
gram Boy Scouts Recognition with Past president Donald 

Cahill as Chairman and Master of Ceremonies. 
 

Thursday, February 2, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 
Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Program: JROTC Recognition with Past President James 

McGarity, Chairman and Master of Ceremonies 
 

March, 2012 (date to be announced): Chapter Meeting, 

Country Club of Naples.  Program: Charter Day coordi-

nated by chapter leadership. Special Guest to be an-
nounced. 
 

Thursday, April 5, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-
lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  Nomi-

nation Committee presents the 2012-2013 slate of officers. 

Program: Elementary School American Revolution Poster 

Contest.  Past President John McCullough, Chairman and 
Master of Ceremonies.  Special guest speaker Dr. Patrick 

Bottiger. 
 

Thursday, May 3, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fellow-

ship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  Election 

and Installation of 2012-2013 officers. Immediate Past 
President Chairman and Master of Ceremonies.  Installa-

tion officer: FLSSAR Regional VP Victor McMurry. 

2011 2011 --  2012 Naples Chapter Meetings2012 Naples Chapter Meetings  

Answers To American Revolution Questions 

 

1. Saratoga  

2. John Burgoyne  

3. Horatio Gates and Benedict Arnold  

4. British  

5. Yorktown  

6. Americans  

7. Charles Cornwallis  

8. George Washington  

9. Benjamin Lincoln  

10. Sir Henry Clinton  

11. British  

12. Charleston  

The Editorôs Notes 

Welcome to the 1st edition of the 2011-2012 Naples Cri-

er.  Our goals are 1) to effectively communicate with the 

members; 2) to produce an attractive newsletter; 3) to 
share among members articles pertaining to The American 

Revolution; and 4) win the Richard Q. Fowler Newsletter 

Award presented by FLSSAR for the best Chapter news-

letter. 

We encourage compatriots to share thoughts and ideas that 
may be in the form of a ñletter to the editorò or an article 

of interest.  Conversations are often heard at meetings that 

present excellent material to share with other compatriots. 

The Naples Crier expects to publish about 3 weeks prior to 

the next scheduled meeting; therefore, the deadline for 
submissions will be the first Thursday of September 

through May (the ñwrap up issueò for the ñyearò). 

With compatriotsô communication assistance, their activi-

ties outside of SAR functions can be shared among our 

compatriots. 

Many of our compatriots have interesting details of their 

Revolutionary ancestor(s) that could be interesting to oth-

ers; so, we hope they come forward and share their stories. 

If you use a computer, you may email your letters and pic-

tures to the editor at NaplesSAR@gmail.com.  Otherwise, 
letters, photos, etc. may be mailed to the editor at 7654 

Pebble Creek Circle #103, Naples, FL 34108-6538 (Tel: 

239-593-8348). 

Let us know what you like about the newsletter and 

what we could add or change.   
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The Naples Crier 
established 1975 

Newsletter for  members of the Naples Chapter, 
Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

Naples Chapter of the FLSSAR 
Officers (2011-2012) 

 

President: Colonel Charles T. Sweeney USMC (ret.) 
Chuck_sweeney@msn.com 

7007 Greentree Drive, Naples, FL 34108-7527 
(239) 566-3307 

 

Immediate Past President: Roy G. Richardson 
royndory@aol.com 

1756 Sanctuary Pointe Court, Naples, FL 34110-4157 
(239) 513-0871 

 

1st Vice President: John N. Dennis 
  EMSD26@yahoo.com 

6525 Valen Way, D302, Naples, FL 34108 
(239) 594-7883 

 

2nd Vice President: I. Harris Tucker 
NaplesSAR@gmail.com 

7654 Pebble Creek Circle #103, Naples, FL 34108-6538 
(239) 593-8348 

 

Secretary:  Chase J. Brooke 
suebcb@embarqmail.com 

2304 Ashton Oaks Lane #202, Naples, FL 34109 
(239) 566-7562 

 

Treasurer: W. Richard Hazen 
  wrhazen@comcast.net 

2011 Gulfshore Blvd. N. #52, Naples, FL 34102-4632 
(239) 430-3634 

 

Assistant Treasurer: Lawrence G. Fehrenbaker 
25041 Goldcrests Drive, Bonita Springs, FL 34134 

 

Chancellor: James M. McGarity 
 

Chaplain: Charles E. Cortright 
 

Registrar: Chase J. Brooke 
 

Historian: Donald B. Cahill 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms: John L. McCullough 

Board of Directors (2011-2012) 
 

Charles T. Sweeney, President 
Roy G. Richardson, Immediate Past President 
John N. Dennis, 1st Vice President 
I. Harris Tucker, 2nd Vice President 
Chase J. Brooke, Secretary 
W. Richard Hazen, Treasurer 
James M. McGarity, Chancellor 
Donald B. Cahill, At-Large Member 
John L. McCullough, At-Large Member 
 

Next Meeting: Luncheon, FRIDAY, October 7, 2011 

Please send your October 7th Luncheon reservation request and payment payable to Naples Chapter S.A.R. 
 Charles T. Sweeney, President, 7007 Greentree Drive, Naples, FL 34108-7527 
    
 

   ________ Luncheon(s) @ $20. = _____________ 
 
Your name (Print) _______________________________________________ 
 
Guest names  (Print) __________________________________________________________________ 
 Additional names may be printed on reverse side. 
 

Please send your reservation and payment to be received by Monday, October 3, 2011 

LUNCHEON MEETING 

RESERVATIONS FOR RESERVATIONS FOR FRIDAYFRIDAY  

October 7, 2011 

The Naples Chapter has experienced several 
meetings this year with attendance exceeding the 
number anticipated.  As a result, some attendees 
could not be accommodated with the regular 
meal. 

We are asked to  provide the number of meals 
prior to the luncheon meetings to enable the 
Country Club of Naples to better accommodate 
us for both room size and meal quantities.  
Therefore, it is urgently requested that compat-
riots and others planning to  attend the lunch-
eon complete the reservation form below and 
mail it with a check payable to Naples Chapter 
S.A.R. to:  
 
 Charles T. Sweeney, President 
7007 Greentree Drive, Naples, FL 34108-7527 

Email: Chuck_sweeney@msn.com 
 
Please remit the form below with your check. 
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Have you ever attended an 
Annual NSSAR  Congress? 

It is not too early to plan for next year. 

 

2012 offers a great opportunity to attend the 122nd 
Annual Congress in Phoenix, Arizona.  Saturday, 
July 7 to Wednesday  July11th, at Phoenix Biltmore.July 7 to Wednesday  July11th, at Phoenix Biltmore.  

  

The host state in conjunction with NSSAR offers 
wonderful exclusive tours of local attractions and 
historic sites as well as enjoyable social gatherings for 
meals and conversation with members, their spouses 
and friends. 
 

OR 2013 when the 123rd Annual Congress will be 
held in Kansas City, Missouri, from Saturday, July 6 
to to Wednesday, July 10th at the Marriott KC Down-
town. 
 

OR 2014 when the 124th Annual Congress will be 
held Saturday, July 19 to Wednesday, July 23rd, at 
the Hyatt Greenville, Greenville, SC 
 

 

For more information about any up coming NSSAR 
Annual Congress, please contact; President Charles 
T. Sweeney: email: Chuck_sweeney@msn.com or 
telephone: (239) 566-3307 or 2nd VP Harris Tucker 
by email: NaplesSAR@gmail.com or telephone (239) 
593-8348. 

President General N.S.S.A.R. J. David Sympson with 

youth winners including Outstanding JROTC cadet. 

Naples Chapter President Charles T. Sweeney with 

President General N.S.D.A.R. Merry Ann T. Wright 

Senior National President N.S.C.A.R. Ann T. Schaeffer 

with Naples Chapter President Charles T. Sweeney  

President General N.S.S.A.R.and Mrs. Larry Magerkurth 
(2011-2012) 

Politics are such a torment that I would advise every one 
that I love not to mix with them. 
 

- Thomas Jefferson, letter to Martha Jefferson Randolph, 
February 11, 1800. 

No sooner has one Party discovered or invented an Ame-
lioration of the Condition of Man or the order of Society, 

than the opposite Party belies it, misconstrues it, misrep-

resents it, ridicules it, insults it, and persecutes it. 
 

- John Adams, letter to Thomas Jefferson, July 9, 1813 


