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October Meet-

ing Minutes 
  

The first luncheon meeting 

of the 2009-2010 Season of 

the Naples SAR Chapter 

SINCE 1975 Ċ NAPLES CHAPTER S.A.R. NEWSLETTER Ċ NOVEMBER 2009  

Crier 

was called to order at noon 

on October 2, 2008, with 

Past President John L. 

McCullough presiding. It 

was held at The Country 

Club of Naples, 185 Burn-

ing Tree Dr. Having the 

(Continued on page 2) 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE    
 

My fellow compatriots, 

It is a great honor and privilege to serve as your Presi-

dent for the 2009-2010 term.  I became a member of 

NSSAR and the Delaware Society SAR in March 

1992.  While in Delaware I became a Charter Member 

of the Major Peter Jaquett Chapter in Wilmington 

where I served as Secretary, Vice President and Presi-

dent. 
 

My Revolutionary ancestor was Mathias Slaymaker, Lt 

1st Bat 3rd Pennsylvania Troops, from Lancaster 

County, PA., the same area where I was born and 

raised.  I am a graduate of Duke University and before 

retiring in 1995, I was a sales executive for a major 

orthopedic company. 
 

In November 2003, my wife and I moved to Naples 

and my membership was transferred to the Naples 

Chapter of the Florida Society SAR.  I have served our 

Chapter as 2d VP, 1st VP and now as President. 
 

It is extremely important that all of our members sup-

port the various programs/committees of our Naples 

Chapter.  I look forward to working together with you. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Roy G. Richardson 

President, Naples Chapter SAR 

2009ð2010 Meetings 
Friday, November 20: DAR 
Meeting, noon at Country 
Club of Naples 

 

Thursday, December 3: 
Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-
lowship, noon Luncheon, 
Country Club of Naples 

 

Thursday, January 7: Chap-
ter Meeting, 11:30 Fellow-
ship, noon Luncheon, 
Country Club of Naples 

 

Friday, February 19: Joint 
Meeting with DAR, 6:00 
pm, Country Club of 
Naples (SAR Awards Presen-
tation) 

 

Thursday, March 4: Chap-
ter Meeting, 11:30 Fellow-
ship, noon Luncheon, 
Country Club of Naples 
(JROTC Recognition pro-
gram) 

 

Saturday, April 3: Annual 
Charter Day Picnic, noon, 
Veteranôs Park (2010-2011 
Officer Nominations) 

November 

Meeting Minutes  
 

The second luncheon meet-

ing of the 2009-2010 Season 

of the Naples SAR Chapter 

was called to order at noon 

on November 5, 2009, with 

First Vice President Roy G. 

Richardson presiding. It was 

held at The Country Club of 

Naples, 185 Burning Tree 

Dr. After the color guard 

posted the colors, Compatriot 

Chuck Sweeney led chapter 

members and guests in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Then 

Chaplain Charles Cortright 

gave the invocation; and then 

the SAR Pledge was lead by 

Compatriot Paul Young. 
 

Compatriot Richardson wel-

comed the chapter members, 

attending guests, and guest of 

honor for ñLaw Enforcement 

Day,ò Ranger Raymond Lit-

tle of the Gulf Coast District, 

Everglades National Park. 

Then outgoing President 

John L. McCullough pro-

ceeded with installation of 

our 2009-2010 Naples SAR 

Chapter President Roy 

Richardson and First Vice 

President/Crier Editor Harris 

Tucker.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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colors posted, Compatriot 

Don Cahill led chapter 

members and guests in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Com-

patriot Chuck Sweeney led 

those present in the SAR 

Pledge, and then Chaplain 

Charles Cortright gave the 

invocation. 
 

Past President John McCul-

lough welcomed the return 

of chapter members, and 

attending guests. He then 

proceeded with announce-

ments. First, chapter presi-

dent-elect Sam Cahill has 

resigned. With the eco-

nomic down-turn, Sam has 

elected to return to school 

as a full time student to 

complete a degree in Com-

puter Science. He will be 

truly missed; we wish him 

success in this pursuit. 

Next, with the passing of 

Compatriot Dale Dalton, 

John McCullough has as-

sumed the duties of Ser-

geant of Arms. Third, The 

Big Cypress DAR Chapter 

has scheduled an 11:00 AM 

meeting for Friday, October 

16th at The Country Club of 

Naples. Fourth, the Genea-

(Continued from page 1) 

tures the ñEverglades Na-

tional Park Rangers.ò 

After the announcements, the 

minutes of our last meeting 

were read and approved. 

Then John McCullough 

shared with us key events 

that our Founding Fathers 

were undertaking at this time 

in history many years ago. 

Namely, in 1775 they were 

partaking in the Siege of 

Boston. In 1776 they were 

involved in the retreat from 

New York City. And in 1777 

our revolutionary compatri-

ots were engaging the British 

troops as they marched to-

ward Philadelphia.  

Then Chapter Secretary 

Chuck Sweeney indicated the 

annual membership renewal 

was moving along smoothly. 

To date nearly one-third of 

our membership has paid 

their 2009-2010 dues. Those 

who have paid include Com-

patriots Hildreth Bailey, 

Philip and Stephen Ballou, 

John Bloodgood, Frederick 

Buckley, Don and Sam Ca-

hill, Blair Case, Charles Cor-

tright, Nelson Kennerson, 

Edward Lopus, Ben Martin, 

Thomas McDonagh, Boyd 

McDowell, James McGarity, 

Ross Obley, Roy Richardson, 

Charles Sweeney, Rollin 

Teare, Philip Wolcott, Rich-

ard Yale, and Paul Young. 
 

Lunch was served. Then 

Compatriot Don Cahill, our 

Naples Chapter Historian, 

gave a presentation of reflec-

tion, concerning the forma-

tion of the Naples Chapter 

and insight into those men 

who were our charter mem-

bers.  
 

The meeting was closed at 

approximately 1:15 pm, with 

the SAR Recessional. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Sec-

retary Charles T. Sweeney 

Next Meeting, Thursday, December 3, 2009Next Meeting, Thursday, December 3, 2009  

A Message from the Editor 
Naples Chapter of the S.A.R. has begun another busy year.  

Unfortunately, the newly elected president, Sam Cahill, 

faced some difficult options for himself and his family as 

the economy impacted on his position in the construction 

business.  Sam resigned as president to return to college to 

study computer science for a new career.  

Samôs departure leaves a large void in the operations of the 

Naples Chapter.  

Sam produced  a well designed and informative newsletter 

that became a proud representation of the Naples Chapter.   

This issue is on the ñslimò side as I feel my way along and 

learn the ins and outs of the ñpublishingò business. 

I will rely on the officers and other compatriots to offer sug-

gestions on format and contents. I encourage compatriots to 

provide information and articles that we may share with our 

members. 

Harris Tucker, Newsletter Editor 

The Next Chapter Meeting  
 

The next meeting of the Naples 

Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution will be Thursday, 

December  3, 2009 at The Country 

Club of Naples located at 185 

Burning Tree Drive, Naples. All 

guests are welcome. 

11:30 Fellowship; noon Luncheon 

logical Society of Collier 

County has scheduled its 

next meeting for Tuesday,  
 

October 13th at the Moor-

ings Presbyterian Church, 

Moss Hall, 791 Harbor 

Drive. Fifth, the summer 

activities of the Naples 

Chapter of the Florida Soci-

ety of the Sons of the 

American Revolution in-

cluded several events, two 

of which are mentioned 

h e r e :  ( 1 )  F l a g 

DayéThanks to Ken Sta-

ley, the chairman of that 

committee, five certificates 

were awarded to business 

concerns in our community. 

And (2) The 4th of July Pa-

radeéCompatriot Phil Ba-

lou drove Mimôs 1976 

Cadillac. Sam and Don Ca-

hill, Jim Applegate, Rob 

Withey and John McCul-

lough rounded out the 

chapterôs participants. As 

with years past, our contin-

gency followed the Daugh-

ters of the American Revo-

lution participants in the 

parade. Finally, Compatriot 

Ed Ferguson has coordi-

nated our November meet-

ing program. It concerns 

Law Enforcement and fea-
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The Naples Crier 
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Monthly Newsletter for  

members of the  

Naples Chapter, Florida Society,  

Sons of the American Revolution 

 

President 

Roy Richardson 

royndory@aol.com 
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1st Vice President and Editor 

Harris Tucker 

ihtu@comcast.net 

7654 Pebble Creek Circle #103 

Naples, FL 34108-6538 

(239) 593-8348 

 

Secretary 

Charles Sweeney 

Chuck_sweeney@msn.com 

7007 Greentree Drive 

Naples, FL 34108-7527 

(239) 566-3307 

 
 

Treasurer & Registrar 

Dick Hazen 

wrhazen@vermotel.net 
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Following this ceremony, 

announcements were made. 

First, the Crier will resume 

in November, with Editor 

Harris Tucker addressing 

the staffing needs of the 

chapter and providing items 

of interest to our member-

ship. Next, The Big Cy-

press DAR Chapter has 

scheduled an 11:00 AM 

meeting for Friday, No-

vember 20th at The Country 

Club of Naples. In addition 

to normal business, Acting 

Big Cypress DAR Chapter 

Regent Trudy Withey an-

nounced their November 

fund raiser meeting will 

focus on helping homeless 

women veterans find hope 

at the Athena House, 

Tampa Florida. Third, the 

Genealogical Society of 

Collier County has sched-

uled its next meeting for 

Tuesday, November 10th at 

the Moorings Presbyterian 

Church, Moss Hall, 791 

Harbor Drive, at 7:00 PM. 

Fourth, Rumbaugh Oration 

Contest packages have been 

delivered to the Collier 

County High Schools. Fi-

nally, our December lunch-

eon meeting will honor the 

Boy Scouts of America.  
 

After the announcements, 

the minutes of our last 

meeting were approved. 

Then lunch was served. 

Following that Compatriot 

Ed Ferguson, our Law En-

forcement Committee 

Chairman, introduced our 

guest of honor and speaker, 

Ranger Raymond Little, 

who provided us with a 

most interesting talk re-

(Continued from page 1) 

garding the 1.5 million 

acres of the Everglades Na-

tional Park. Specifically, 

the Everglades National 

Park is the only one of its 

kind. Itôs the largest sub-

tropical wilderness in the 

United States. It boasts rare 

and endangered species. It 

has been designated a 

World Heritage Site, Inter-

national Biosphere Reserve, 

and Wetland of Interna-

tional Importance.  

For Ranger Little, his im-

mediate span of control 

resides in the 5th District, 

which is known as the Gulf 

Coast District. This district 

has three permanent Rang-

ers.  Like all National Park 

Rangers, Ranger Little and 

his subordinates are Federal 

Law Enforcement Officers. 

They are responsible for 

enforcing State and Federal 

Laws in National Parks. 

Ranger Little indicated that 

while National Park Rang-

ers are Law Enforcement 

Officers first, they are also 

skilled as EMS responders, 

Search and Rescue provid-

ers, conservationists, and 

when need be wild land fire

-fighters. Key issues facing 

National Park Rangers re-

volve around poaching, 

illegal border crossing, 

smuggling of contraband, 

and transportation of illegal 

substances in and through 

the parks.  

In the Everglades National 

Park, a lot of press attention 

recently has been given to 

the presence of Burmese 

Pythons, one of the largest 

snake species on earth. Bur-

mese Pythons are known to 

be breeding in the park and 

spreading rapidly. In 2002 

only two documented cases 

of Burmese Pythons were 

recorded. Since then nearly 

1,000 pythons have been 

removed from the park and 

surrounding areas, which 

clearly represents only a 

fraction of the total popula-

tion today. A distinct pic-

ture of the increased pres-

ence of Burmese Pythons in 

the Everglades National 

Park is reflected in the 

documented capture of py-

thons in 2002 and the cap-

ture of Burmese Pythons in 

the last two years. As noted 

previously in 2002 only 2 

cases of captured Burmese 

Pythons were recorded. In 

2008, 343 Burmese Py-

thons were removed by au-

thorized agents from the 

park; by mid-October 2009, 

293 Burmese Pythons have 

been removed. 

These snakes and other ex-

otic snake species found in 

the park often result from 

the intentional release by 

pet owners. Burmese Py-

thons have been found to 

feed on a wide variety of 

birds and mammals in the 

Evergladesðeven an occa-

sional alligator! By preying 

on the native wildlife, and 

competing with other native 

predators, pythons are seri-

ously impacting the natural 

order of our south Floridaôs 

ecological system. Their 

voracious appetite can fur-

ther threaten many of the 

endanger species Rangers 

in the park are trying so 

hard to protect. Efforts are 

underway to learn how best 

to control the python popu-

lation in the Everglades and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Next Meeting, Thursday, December 3, 2009Next Meeting, Thursday, December 3, 2009  
November Meeting Minutes 
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Seven years of British determination 

to bring South Carolina to her knees 

met failure. The spirit that had long 

resisted royal edict and church canon, 

the fierce desire and indomitable will 

to be masters of their own destinies, 

and the dauntless courage that had 

carved a new way of life from a wil-

derness were again threatened by op-

pression; so, little difference was felt 

among nationalities and creeds, caus-

ing a unity to grow among the new 

world "peasants and shepherds" that 

shook the foundations of old regimes. 

By midsummer, 1781, the Continen-

tals under General Nathaniel Greene 

had gained virtual control of South 

Carolina. The retreating British. disil-

lusioned and sick with summer heat, 

united forces under Colonel Stewart at 

Orangeburg and began their march to 

Charleston. Early in September the 

2,300 well-equipped British camped in 

cool shade beside the gushing springs 

of Eutaw, little dreaming the Conti-

nentals were close upon their heels. 

General Greene, hearing of Washing-

ton's plan to encircle and embarrass 

the British at Yorktown, determined to 

prevent Southern aid from reaching 

the beleaguered Cornwallis. Contin-

gents under Marion, Pickens, Lee, 

William Washington, Hampton and 

other South Carolina leaders were 

called together, and reinforcements 

from other colonies joined them. 

These 2,092 poorly-equipped, under-

fed, and near-naked Americans 

camped on Sept. 7th. on the River 

Road at Burdell's Plantation, only 

seven miles from Eutaw Springs. 

Strategy for the ensuing attack is ac-

credited to the genius of the dreaded 

"Swamp Fox," General Francis 

Marion, who knew every foot of the 

S a n t e e  s w a m p s  a n d  r i v e r . 

The 8th dawned fair and intensely hot, 

but the Americans, on short rations  

and with little rest, advanced in early 

morning light toward the springs. At 

their approach the surprised British 

left their uneaten breakfast and quickly 

threw lines of battle across the road in 

a heavily wooded area. Behind them in 

cleared fields stood a large brick home 

with a high-walled garden. The woods 

and waters of Eutaw Creek were on 

the north. Heavy firing soon crackled 

and boomed through the shady woods. 

At first the center of the American line 

caved in, but while opposing flanks 

were fighting separate battles, Greene 

restored the center with Sumner's 

North Carolina Continentals. The 

whole British line then began to give, 

but Colonel Stewart quickly pulled up 

his left-flank reserves, forcing the 

Americans to retreat under thunderous 

fire. The encouraged British shouted, 

yelled, and rushed forward in disorder; 

whereupon Greene (according to J. P. 

Petit) "brought in his strongest force: 

the Maryland and Virginia Continen-

tals, Kirkwood's Delaware's, and Wm. 

Washington's South Carolina cavalry . 

. . with devastating effect." The British 

fled in every direction and the Ameri-

cans took over their camp. Only Major 

Majoribanks, on the British right flank 

and pushed far back into the woods 

near Eutaw Creek, was able to hold his 

unit together. Major Sheridan took 

hasty refuge in the brick home, Colo-

nel Stewart gathered some of his men 

beyond, and from this vantage they 

"picked off" many American officers 

a n d  m e n . 

Greene sent Wm. Washington's cav-

alry to deal with Majoribanks, but 

penetrating the woods with horses was 

too difficult, so Washington tried to 

encircle and rout, thus exposing him-

self to dangerous fire. His horse was 

shot from under him, he himself was 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Battle of Eutaw Springs, South CarolinaThe Battle of Eutaw Springs, South Carolina   November Meeting Minutes 

prevent new invasions in the 

future. 

Following Ranger Littleôs pres-

entation, a Certificate of Appre-

ciation was presented to him by 

President Richardson. The No-

vember 5, 2009, luncheon meet-

ing was closed at 1:20 PM with 

the SAR Recessional. 

Respectfully submitted 

Charles T. Sweeney, Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

Committee Chairmen 
 

The Naples Chapter of the 
S.A.R has undertaken many 
community projects designed 
to educate and reward chil-
dren and adults about the 
history and principals of our 
Revolutionary ancestors. 

Your Chapter needs compa-
triots to assist in these pro-
jects. 

Please contact one of the offi-
cers to let the Chapter know 
where your talents and inter-
ests might best be applied. 

While the Chapter maintains 
a number of projects, many 
do not require a great deal of 
time when shared by Compa-
triots. 

DID YOU KNOW  
 

That in the late 1940s New-

foundland and Labrador de-

bated joining the United 

States Union as well as the 

Canadian Confederation, 

and only narrowly opted for 

the latter. 
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wounded. and his company practically ravaged. When 

a hand to hand fight developed, a British soldier poised 

his sword over the wounded Washington, but Majori-

banks saw and gallantly turned it aside. 

 

In camp, eating the deserted breakfast, and feeling the 

battle was won, the hungry, thirsty Americans began 

plundering the English stores of food, liquors, and 

equipment. Thoroughly enjoying themselves they ig-

nored their leaders' warnings and commands. Majori-

banks, realizing the disorder, fell upon them. Sheridan 

and Stewart pounded at their right, and Coffin came in 

from their left. The stunned Americans fought this im-

possible situation bravely, but they were put to flight 

f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  c a m p . 

After more than four hours of indecisive battle under a 

merciless sun, both armies had had enough. Casualties 

were extremely high. "Blood ran ankle-deep in places," 

and the strewn area of dead and dying was heart-

breaking. Greene collected his wounded and returned to 

Burdell's Plantation. Stewart remained the night at Eu-

taw Springs but hastily retreated the next day toward 

Charleston, leaving behind many of his dead unburied 

and seventy of his seriously wounded. The gallant Ma-

joribanks, wounded and on his way to Moncks Corner, 

died in a Negro cabin on Wantoot Plantation. He was 

buried beside the road, but when lake waters were to 

cover that area his remains were removed by the 

S.G.P.S.A. to their present resting place at Eutaw 

S p r i n g s  B a t t l e f i e l d . 

The total casualties came to 1,188, according to Rev. 

M. H. Osborne. Many were buried where they fell, 

therefore the whole battlefield is a hero's cemetery, sa-

cred to the memory of courageous men. Patriot blood 

shed at Eutaw was certainly not shed in vain. This last 

major battle in South Carolina completely broke the 

British hold in the South and, more important, denied 

needed aid to the North. Only six weeks later Corn-

wallis succumbed to Washington at Yorktown, and 

(Continued from page 4) 

General Nathaniel Greene 

Nathanael Greene was born on 27 July 1742 (Old Style) in 

Potowomut, Rhode Island. The Gregorian Calendar, which 
is used today, was not adopted in England or her colonies 
until 1752.  Prior to that year, March was considered the 
first month of the year in civil matters as opposed to Janu-
ary.  According to his father's journal, Nathanael was born 
on the twenty-seventh day of the fifth month of the year.  
This makes his birthday July 27th (Old Style) or May 27th 
(New Style).  He was named for his father, who was a re-
spected minister of the Society of Friends (Quakers) and a 
prosperous businessman.  Greeneôs mother was Mary 
Motte, the second wife of his father.  Because of Quaker 
beliefs about education, Greene was only taught reading, 
writing, and business math.   Later, he would comment on 
this early aspect of his life, "I lament the want of a lib-
eral Education."   But, he studied vigorously on his 
own.   He made miniature anchors and other toys to sell in 
Newport so that he could buy books.  Furthermore, he 
would receive guidance in his self-education from two in-
fluential men.   The first man was Lindley Murray, a young 
lawyer working for John Jayôs law firm in New York.  
Murray would go on to become the countryôs foremost 
grammarian.   The second man was Ezra Stiles, the future 
president of Yale. 
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Compatriots Don Cahill and Harris Tucker shot photographs at the November 5th meet-
ing of the Naples Chapter.  The compatriots in American Revolutionary uniforms were a 
colorful addition to the luncheon and a vivid reminder of our dedicated ancestors. 
 

The Crier welcomes photos, notices and articles for inclusion in future issues. Corre-
spondence for the Crier should be sent to The Naples Crier, c/o Harris Tucker, Editor, 
7654 Pebble Creek Circle #103, Naples, FL 34108-6538, or emailed to 
htucker@comcast.net. 


