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Fly Your FlagFly Your Flag   
Any day you wish, but especially on 

Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday in May), 5/15/10; 

Memorial Day (last Monday in May and half staff un-

til noon) 5/31/10; Flag Day, 6/14/10; Independence 

Day, 7/4/10; Labor Day, 9/6/10; Constitution Day, 

9/17/10; Veterans Day 11/11/10; Columbus Day (2nd 

Monday in October), 10/11/10; Patriots Day, 4/18/11 

(3rd Monday in April); and such other days as may be 

proclaimed by the President of the United States. 

A Note on the Signers of the  
Declaration of Independence  

  

By Matthew Spanding 
 

ñ...We mutually pledge to each other our 

Lives, Our Fortunes and Our sacred 

Honor.ò 
  

Fifty-six individuals from each of the original 13 colo-

nies participated in the Second Continental Congress 

and signed the Declaration of Independence.  Pennsyl-

vania sent nine delegates to the congress, followed by 

Virginia with seven and Massachusetts and New Jer-

sey with five.  Connecticut, Maryland, New York, and 

South Carolina each sent four delegates.  Delaware, 

Georgia, New Hampshire, and North Carolina each 

sent three.  Rhode Island, the smallest colony, sent 

only two delegates to Philadelphia. 
  

Nine of the signers were immigrants, two were broth-

ers, two were cousins, and one was an orphan.  The 

average age of a signer was 45.  The oldest delegate 

was Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, who was 70 

when he signed the Declaration. The youngest was 

Thomas Lynch, Jr. of South Carolina, who was 27. 
  

Eighteen of the signers were merchants or business-

men, fourteen were farmers, and four were doctors.   

Forty-two signers had served in their colonial legisla-

tures.  Twenty-two were lawyers - - although William 

Hooper of North Carolina was ñdisbarredò when he 

spoke out against the Crown - - and nine were judges.  

Stephen Hopkins had been Governor of Rhode Island. 
  

Although two others had been clergy previously, John 

Witherspoon of New Jersey was the only active cler-

(Continued on page 3) 

Have you ever attended an 
Annual NSSAR  Congress? 

It is not too early to plan for next year. 
 

2011 offers a great opportunity to attend the 121st 

Annual Congress in Winston-Salem, NC.  The dates 

are Saturday, July 9 through Wednesday, July 13th. 

Winston-Salem Marriott, 425 North Cherry Street, 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101, Tel: 336-725-3500. 

The host state in conjunction with NSSAR offers 

wonderful exclusive tours of local attractions and his-

torical sites as well as enjoyable social gatherings for 

meals and conversation with members, their spouses 

and friends. 
 

OR 2012 when the 122 Annual Congress will be 

held in Phoenix, Arizona.  See page 5 for more details 

and raffle for 5 nights/6days for a $20 ticket. 
 

OR 2013 when the 123rd Annual Congress will be 

held in Kansas City, Missouri, from Saturday, July 6 

through Wednesday, July 10th at the Marriott KC 

Downtown. 

For more information about any up coming NSSAR 

Annual Congress, please contact; 1st VP Harris 

Tucker by email: NaplesSAR@gmail.com or tele-

phone (239)593-8348. 
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tence by Virginia Bailey, a friend and member of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution, and some bu-

reaucratic maneuvering by Eddie Hartnack, of Collier 

County Veterans Services.  

Bailey insisted on Fridayôs ceremony to ñmake it a 

real awardò for Powell. She invited the Golden Gate 

High School Color Guard to open the ceremony. The 

four high school boys carried in rifles, the Florida 

state flag and Old Glory, while Powell stood up as 

straight as his old body would allow, with right hand 

saluting the flag.  

Bailey recounted the honoreeôs story and retired Capt. 

Donald Peacock, now the Collier County Veterans 

Council Treasurer, presented the medal. Powell, 

wearing a sheepish smile and wheeling around his 

oxygen tank, walked up to accept the award and 

posed for a few photos before quietly sitting back 

down.  

Retired Sgt. Maj. Bill Barchers of the Army Special 

Forces was in attendance for the ceremony. Barchers, 

who saw combat in the Gulf War and other ñspecial 

categorical missions,ò called the Purple Heart a 

ñprestigious honor.ò ñIt deserves a level of respect,ò 

said Barchers, who was wearing a number of his own 

medals on his uniform, but no Purple Heart.  

ñEvery medal is an honor,ò he said, ñbut a Purple 

Heart is special.ò Jonathan Artaud, a GoldenGate 

High School senior and Junior ROTC cadet, was one 

of the flag bearers in the ceremony. He said he was 

struck by Powellôs story.  

ñItôs really amazing what he was able to survive,ò 

said Artaud, ñBut itôs also kind of sad he had to wait 

so long to be recognized.ò  

After graduating, Artaud plans to enlist in the Air 

Force, where he hopes to eventually be an engineer, 

but also serve with the same sense of honor as Pow-

ell. He said, ñPeople like him are what make this 

country great.ò  
 

By permission of the Naples Daily News; appeared in May 

22, 2010 edition. 

Big Cypress Chapter NSDAR 
ceremony for Purple Heart recipient, James Powell 

By Aaron Hale  (May 22, 2010) 

ahale@naplesnews.com  

In little more than a week, America will honor its sol-

diers who have died in military service with Memorial 

Day.  On Friday, a handful of local patriots celebrated 

one of the U.S. Navyôs great survivors.  

James Powell, 86, was recognized for his recent acqui-

sition of the Purple Heart medal at a ceremony in 

Naples on Friday hosted by the Big Cypress Chapter 

of the Daughters of the American Revolution. The 

award is given only to veterans wounded in combat ñat 

the hands of the enemy,ò according to the Military Or-

der of the Purple Heart. Powell, a Bonita Springs resi-

dent, was injured in combat in 1942 when his ship was 

sunk by Japanese forces in the Pacific Ocean in World 

War II.  

Historical accounts show that Powell shot down two 

Japanese planes before the ship went under. Hanging 

on to a rescue raft for three days, he survived injuries, 

dehydration and attacks from sharks before he and 

others were rescued.  

Not everyone was so fortunate. Of the 237 on the USS 

Meredith when it was attacked, only 97 survived. Be-

cause documents were lost when the ship sank, be-

cause Powellôs military doctors were not filling out 

paperwork and because the veteran was never one to 

seek recognition, Powell did not receive a well-earned 

Purple Heart for 68 years.  

In April, he finally got the medal in the mail, thanks to 

some pushing from his wife, Catherine, some persis-

Next Meeting: First Meeting of Year, Thursday, October 7, 2010 
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Next Meeting: First Meeting of Year, Thursday, October 7, 2010 

gyman to attend - - he wore his pontificals to the ses-

sions.  Almost all were Protestant Christians; Charles 

Carroll of Maryland was the only Roman Catholic 

signer. 
  

Seven of the signers were educated at Harvard, four 

each at Yale and William and Mary, and three at 

Princeton.  John Witherspoon was the president of 

Princeton and George Wythe was a professor at Wil-

liam & Mary, where his students included the author 

of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jeffer-

son. 
  

Seventeen of the signers served in the military during 

the American Revolution.  Thomas Nelson was a 

colonel in the Second Virginia Regiment and com-

manded Virginia military forces at the Battle of 

Yorktown.  William Whipple served with the New 

Hampshire militia and was one of the commanding 

officers in the decisive Saratoga campaign. Oliver 

Wolcott led the Connecticut regiments sent for the 

defense of New York and commanded a brigade of 

militia that took part in the defeat of General Bur-

goyne.  Caesar Rodney was a Major General in the 

Delaware militia and John Hancock was the same in 

the Massachusetts militia. 
  

Five of the signer were captured by the British during 

the war.  Captains Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hey-

ward, and Arthur Middleton (South Carolina) were 

all captured at the Battle of Charleston in 1781. 
  

Colonel Thomas McKean of Delaware wrote John 

Adams that he was ñhunted like a fox by the en-

emyðcompelled to remove my family five times in a 

few months, and at last fixed them in a little log 

house on the banks of the Susquehanna...and they 

were soon obliged to move again on account of incur-

sions of the Indians.ò   Abraham Clark of New Jersey 

had two of his sons captured by the British during the 

war.  The son of John Witherspoon, a major in the 

New Jersey Brigade, was killed at the Battle of Ger-

mantown. 
  

Eleven signers had their homes and property de-

stroyed.  Francis Lewisô New York home was de-

(Continued from page 1) stroyed and his wife was taken prisoner.  John Hartôs 

farm and mills were destroyed when the British in-

vaded New Jersey and he died while fleeing capture.  

Carter Braxton and Thomas Nelson (both of Virginia) 

lent large sums of their personal fortunes to support 

the war effort; but were never repaid. 
  

Fifteen of the signers participated in their statesô con-

stitutional conventions, and six --  Roger Sherman, 

Robert Morris, Benjamin Franklin, George Clymer, 

James Wilson, and George Reed - - signed the United 

States Constitution.  Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts 

attended the federal convention and, though he later 

supported the document, refused to sign the Constitu-

tion. 
 

After the Revolution, 13 of the signers went on to be-

come governors, and 18 served in their state legisla-

tures.  Sixteen became state and federal judges.  

Seven became members of the United States House 

of Representatives, and six became United State 

Senators.  James Wilson and Samuel Chase became 

Justices of the United State Supreme Court.  
 

Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Elbridge Gerry 

each became Vice Presidents, and John Adams and 

Thomas Jefferson became Presidents.  The sons of 

signers John Adams and Benjamin Harrison also be-

came Presidents. 
 

Five signers played major roles in the establishment 

of colleges and universities: Benjamin Franklin and 

the University of Pennsylvania; Thomas Jefferson 

and the University of Virginia; Benjamin Rush and 

Dickinson College; Lewis Morris and New York Uni-

versity; and George Walton and the University of 

Georgia. 
 

John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Charles Carroll 

were the longest surviving signers. Adams and Jeffer-

son both died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of 

the Declaration of Independence.  Charles Carroll of 

Maryland was the last signer to die -- in 1832 at the 

age of 95. 
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Committee Chairmen  

2010 -2011  

Awards: John L. McCullough 
Ceremonies: John L. McCullough 
Membership Data Base: Charles T. Sweeney 
Color Guard: Donald B. Cahill 
Eagle Scout Program: Donald B. Cahill 
Email: I. Harris Tucker and Charles T. Sweeney 
Law Enforcement: Edward T. Ferguson 
Membership: W. Richard Hazen 
Newsletter Editor: I. Harris Tucker 
Publicity: I. Harris Tucker 
JROTC: John L. McCullough 
Sunshine: Charles E. Cortright 
Webmaster: I. Harris Tucker 
Yearbook Editor: Charles T. Sweeney 

Next Meeting: First Meeting of Year, Thursday, October 7, 2010 

Naples Chapter of the N.S.S.A.R  

Officers (2010 -2011)  
 

President: Roy G. Richardson 
royndory@aol.com 

1756 Sanctuary Pointe Court, Naples, FL 34110-4157 
(239) 513-0871 

 

Past President: John L. McCullough 
jmccullough1@peoplepc.com 

285 Stella Maris Drive S., Naples, FL 34114-9622 
(239) 642-6545 

 

1st Vice President: I. Harris Tucker, 
  NaplesSAR@gmail.com 

7654 Pebble Creek Circle #103, Naples, FL 34108-6538 
(239) 593-8348 

 

2nd Vice President: Charles T. Sweeney 
  Chuck_sweeney@msn.com 

7007 Greentree Drive, Naples, FL 34108-7527 
(239) 566-3307 

 

Secretary:  Chase J. Brooke 
suebcb@embarqmail.com 

2304 Ashton Oaks Lane #202, Naples, FL 34109 
(239) 566-7562 

 

Treasurer: W. Richard Hazen 
  wrhazen@vermotel.net 

2011 Gulfshore Blvd. N. #52, Naples, FL 34102-4632 
(239) 430-3634 

 
Assistant Treasurer: Charles T. Sweeney 
 

Chancellor: James  M. McGarity, III 
 

Chaplin: Charles E. Cortright 
 

Registrar: Chase J. Brooke 
 

Historian: Donald B. Cahill 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms: John L. McCullough 

Active Past Presidents of the Naples Chapter 
NSSAR 

1978-1979 Dennis R. White 
1989-1990 Ralph Norman Cramer, Sr. 
1991-1992 W. John Chesney, Jr. 
1993-1994 Andrew Barry Crook Nicholls III 
1997-1998 John Anson Smith 
1998-1999 Dr. Philip Edwin Ballou 
2000-2001 James Madison McGarity III 
2002-2003 Charles Edgar Ransom, Jr. 
2003-2004 Paul Franklin Young 
2004-2005 James Bennett Applegate, Sr. 
2006-2007 Donald Barton Cahill  
2007-2009 John Logan McCullough 
2009      Samuel O. Cahill 

The Naples Crier 
established 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Newsletter for  

members of the  

Naples Chapter, Florida Society,  

Sons of the American Revolution 

Need for Committee Chairmen 

The Naples Chapter of the N.S.S.A.R has undertaken 
many community projects designed to educate children 
and adults on the history and principles of our Revolu-
tionary ancestors. 

Your Chapter needs compatriots to assist in these pro-
jects. 

Please contact one of the officers to let the Chapter 
know where your talents and interests might best be 
applied. 

While the Chapter maintains a number of projects, 
many do not require a great deal of time when shared 
by compatriots. 
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Next Meeting: First Meeting of Year, Thursday, October 7, 2010 

2010 2010 --  2011 Naples Chapter Meetings2011 Naples Chapter Meetings  

2012 Congress at the Arizona 

Biltmore in Phoenix, Arizona  

 

Spend 5 nights / 6 days at the Arizona Biltmore  
during the 2012 Congress 

 

"On The House"!! 
Tickets have been printed and are ready to sell 
for just $20 each.  
The drawing will be during the 2011 Congress. 
We will not be mailing individual tickets but if 
your chapter / society would like to purchase a 
block of 10 or 20 tickets collectively for your 
members please contact me for delivery.  

For further information contact: 
Mike Jones: jjones3549@cox.net 
Arizona Society ï Palo Verde Chapter 

5 Nights/6 Days for $20, July 7 to 11, 20125 Nights/6 Days for $20, July 7 to 11, 2012  

at Phoenix Biltmoreat Phoenix Biltmore  

For the 122st Annual NSSAR CongressFor the 122st Annual NSSAR Congress  
  

Raffle tickets ($20 each) will not be sold individu-

ally; rather they will be sold in packets of 10 or 20. 

Therefore, it is suggested that the Naples Chapter 

ñtake individual ordersò.  If there is sufficient inter-

est, the chapter will combine the requests and send 

a group order to the Arizona Society. 

PLEASE note the drawing takes place at the 

121st Congress at Winston-Salem, NC, next year 

July 9-13, 2011. 

Contact 1st VP Harris Tucker with any questions 

you may have: NaplesSAR@gmail.com or tele-

phone 239/593-8348. 

Thursday, October 7, 2010: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 

Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples. 

Speaker: League of Women Voters 
 

Thursday, November 4, 2010: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 

Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples. 

Subject Law Enforcement:  Law Enforcement Chair-

man Ed Ferguson will present a Heroism Award to a 

Law Enforcement person. 
 

Thursday, December 2, 2010: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 

Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples. 

Rumbaugh Oration Contest 
 

Thursday, January 6, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 

Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Eagle Scout recognition. Speaker to be announced. 
 

Thursday, February 3, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 

Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples. 

JROTC awards luncheon. Guest Speaker: NSSAR Re-

gional VP Phillip Tarpley. 
 

Friday, March 4, 2011: 38th CHARTER DAY cele-

bration , 5:30 PM Fellowship, 6 PM Dinner, Country 

Club of Naples. Guest Speaker: FLSSAR President Ge-

rald E. Meeks. 
 

Thursday, April 7, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Speaker to be announced. 
 

Thursday, May 5, 2011: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Election and installation of officers for 2011-2012.  

Speaker to be announced. 

NSSAR Regional VP 

for Southwest Florida 

Phillip Tarpley  

mailto:jjones3549@cox.net
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Next Meeting: First Meeting of Year, Thursday, October 7, 2010 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORA NOTE FROM THE EDITORA NOTE FROM THE EDITOR   
Enewsletters not only arrive sooner; but, also save 
the chapter the cost of printing and postage . 
If you receive this newsletter via USPS, you are 
kindly requested to provide an email address for 
future issues of The Naples Crier. 
 

You may send your e-mail address to: 
NaplesSAR@gmail.com 
 

An interesting note:  The Florida State Society 
S.A.R. said at its spring BOM that it may convert 
its quarterly magazine to digital format (PDF) and 
email to members. The dollar savings could then 
be used to fund the increasing cost of State opera-
tions and projects. 
While it is understandable that some members 
have not embraced or succumbed to the advances 
in technology, publishing and postage costs con-
tinue to increase.  The world is quickly becoming a 
ñpaperlessò society.  The majority of members have 
computers and email accounts; therefore,  the 
Chapter is using technology to produce a newslet-
ter with more color photos and at a lower cost to 
our treasury. 
 

Meetings of InterestMeetings of Interest  
 

The Genealogical Society of Collier County, July 13, 
2010, the second Tuesday of the month at The Moorings 

Presbyterian Church, Moss Hall, 791 Harbour Drive, 

Naples, at 7:30 pm.  Program: "America's Historic Trails 
and Ice Cream Social" 

Make your own sundae and enjoy the movie!   

Migration trail discussion to follow. 
 

The Genealogical Society of Collier County meets Au-

gust 10, 2010, 5:30 PM; Location: Naples Regional 

Library, Auditorium, 650 Central Ave. "Annual Field 

Trip to the Library"; Speaker: Reference Librarian.  Your op-

portunity to find out what is new in the genealogy special col-

lection. 
 

Florida State SAR Summer Board of Manage-

ment Meeting and Dinner August 27 & 28,. Kis-

simmee, Florida. 
 

The Genealogical Society of Collier County meets 

September 14, 2010, the second Tuesday of the 

month at The Moorings Presbyterian Church, Moss 

Hall, 791 Harbour Drive, Naples, at 7:30 pm. Pro-

gram: "Summer Hits & Misses" Speaker: Member 

participation. Members share their summer research 

experience, hints and tips. 
 

The Genealogical Society of Collier County meets 

October 12, 2010, the second Tuesday of the month 

at The Moorings Presbyterian Church, Moss Hall, 

791 Harbour Drive, Naples, at 7:30 pm. Program: 

"Pushes, Pulls, Panics & Plagues" 
 

Big Cypress Chapter, DAR, October 15, 11AM 

social; 11:30 AM luncheon; Country Club of 

Naples. 120th year DAR. 
 

Mayflower Society, November 10, 2010, The 

Country Club of Naples, 185 Burning Tree Drive, 

Naples, Florida. 

Social at 11:30 AM; Meeting at 12:00 Noon:  

Program: Member Jan Nieburg and FriendsðòA 

Special Trip to Historic Mayflower Sites in Englandò 
 

Mayflower Society, Saturday, January 22, 2011, 

Royal Palm Yacht, 2360 West First Street, Fort 

Myers, Florida.  Social Gathering 11:30 AM; Meet-

ing 12 noon. Program: Brian L. Mulcahy, Reference 

Librarian, Fort Myers-Lee County Library. Topic 

ñSurvey of Recent Developments in Genealogy Re-

CORRECTION 
The editor must correct a report in the May 2010 
issue of the Naples Crier.  The American flag Af-
ghan crocheted by Sandra Bockhorst, 2nd VP of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the FL SAR was sold in a silent 
auction at the Spring Board of Management meet-
ing in Kissimmee for $105 to Jane L. Schafer of Key 
Largo, FL. 

FLSSAR President 

Gerald E. Meeks 


