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THE NAPLES 

Dear Compatriots: 

     January 2012 was a memorable month for mem-

bers and guests of the Naples Chapter, Florida Socie-

ty Sons of the American Revolution. What began 

during our December luncheon meeting, namely the 

success of home-schooled student Han-

nah Stimson with her oration ability, 

continued at the Florida Society Winter 

Board of Management Meeting in Kis-

simmee, Florida, on the 13th and 14th of 

January. At that meeting, the State Jo-

seph S. Rumbaugh Historical Oration 

Contest was held. The headline coming 

out of that competition was simply stated as: Hannah 

Stimson Wins State! 
 

    Earlier in the month, on 5 January 2012, thirty-one 

chapter members and guests met at the Country Club 

of Naples.  Highlights of the luncheon meeting in-

cluded five significant events: First, we celebrated 

the 100th year of the Girl Scouts of America. Our 

guest of honor was Ms. Barbara Van Essen. Other 

Girl Scouts guest included troop mom Ms. Sharon 

Zwicker and Girl Scout Juniors Magnolia Cahill, 

Emilia Zwicker, Victoria Brenes, and Lauren 

Wollkof.  Ms. Van Essen gave us an informative 

presentation of the status of the Girls Scouts in 

America today. And the aforementioned Girl Scout 

Juniors exhibited patriotism and honor: they respect-

fully join our color guard and carried with pride the 

American and SAR Flags. All were presented Certif-

icates of Appreciation.  
 

     Next, we recognized five visiting SAR guests 

from various State Societies across America. They 

were Horine Wallace of Kentucky; Jeffrey Wood of 

Massachusetts; Doug Weimer of Washington, D.C.; 

and Michael Garey of Michigan.  
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Next Meeting: Luncheon, Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Third, we witnessed a presentation by Dick Hazen as 

he placed a “Patriot in the Spotlight.”  See page 3. 

Fourth, we applauded the awarding of Meritorious 

Service Medals to Compatriots Don Cahill and Dick 

Hazen. And finally, we honored the World War II 

service of Compatriot Cal Whitney.  Cal received a 

NSSAR Certificate of Patriotism signed by the 

NSSAR President General, a Florida Society Certifi-

cate of Congratulations signed by State President 

David Ramseur, and the War Service Medal from the 

Naples Chapter.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rumbaugh Oration State Winner 
 

   On 14 January 2012, our Naples Chapter Joseph S. 

Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest winner com-

peted in Kissimmee, Florida, at the Florida Society 

State Rumbaugh competition. Being extremely com-

posed, poised, and confident, Hannah Stimson deliv-

ered with remarkable ease and style an oration con-

cerning James Otis, Jr. (February 5, 1725 – May 23, 

1783).  

     As you may know, James Otis was a lawyer in 

colonial Massachusetts, a member of the Massachu-

setts provincial assembly, and an early advocate of 

the political views that led to the American Revolu-

tion. Some say the phrase "Taxation without Repre-

sentation is Tyranny” is attributed to him. And John 

Adams, speaking of James Otis, said, "I have been 

young and now I am old, and I solemnly say I have 

never known a man whose love of country was more 

ardent or sincere, never one who suffered so much, 

never one whose service for any 10 years of his life 

were so important and essential to the cause of his 

country as those of Mr. Otis from 1760 to 1770." In 

the end, after the judging and the points tallied, Han-

nah Stimson defeated the competition and took first 

place in the Florida Society State Rumbaugh Histori-

cal Oration Contest. Hannah will represent the Flori-

da Society at the 122nd National SAR Congress in 

Phoenix, Arizona, during early July 2012. 

(Continued from page 1) Sweeney 

Don Cahill Receiving a MSM  

Cal Whitney Honored as a World War II 

Patriot 

Dick Hazen Receiving a MSM  

From left to right: Board of Directors Member Don Cahill; Mrs. Stim-
son; Hannah Stimson; Naples Chapter President Chuck Sweeney; 
Board of Directors Member and Naples Chapter Rumbaugh Commit-

tee Chairman John McCullough; and Mr. Stimson. 
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The “Iron Man” 
By Tom Byrne 

and presented at the meeting by 

Dick Hazen, Treasurer 
 

When the enemy nicknames you “iron man”, you 

gotta be a rugged individual.  Such a man was Cap-

tain Daniel McDowell, one of the first settlers of 

Chemung. The enemy – the Indians – captured him, 

ran him through the gantlet, and he came out a hero. 
 

Captain McDowell was captured near the Delaware 

Water Gap in Pennsylvania in 1782 and taken across 

the mountains to the Wyoming vicinity.  Thence up 

the Susquehanna River to Tioga Point, and thence to 

the Indian town of Chemung. 
 

They tied him to a sapling near a spring on a piece 

of land better known as the Gray Owen Farm.  The 

Indians went some distance aside to discuss 

McDowell’s fate.  During their deliberations, an In-

dian woman came to him and said, “Poor man, no 

afraid now, no die at Chemung.” 
 

She gave him food and a deer skin for use as a shel-

ter.  He enjoyed a peaceful night’s sleep. 
 

McDowell was about 19 then. 
 

Historian Abner C. Wright’s account says that when 

McDowell wakened next morning, “he gazed over 

the beautiful and fertile flats and vowed that he 

would do his utmost to regain his liberty and make it 

his home for life.” 
 

McDowell was taken to Fort Niagara, stronghold of 

the British and Indians, and made history by surviv-

ing the gantlet. 
 

Twenty-five captives were run through the gantlet – 

a double line of Indians who tomahawked the first 

24 captives to death.  McDowell was the last man 

through.  Historians said “Young McDowell at this 

time was perhaps the fleetest man in a running race 

upon the vast border.” 
 

He had seen his fellow prisoners die because they 

tried to remain on their feet all the way.  So he “ran 

at an incredible speed between their lines” and when 

they closed in for the kill at the end he dropped to 

his hands and knees and let the Indians hit each oth-

er instead of himself.   But, he was tomahawked     

severely on the shoulder by a young Iroquois just 

before he reached the goal. 
 

“This was a gross violation of the code of the red-

men and McDowell was forced to witness the pun-

ishment inflicted upon the young savage by the red-

men in authority,” wrote Abner Wright. 
 

The Indians dressed his wounds and made him 

march with other captives to Quebec.  They didn’t 

think McDowell would survive the march.  But, he 

did. 
 

The redmen in his company were so impressed with 

the powers of endurance and the courage of 

McDowell that they bestowed upon him a compli-

mentary name, “Keto,” which meant “the iron man.” 
 

After the wound finally healed, McDowell managed 

to get back to Pennsylvania, where his sweetheart 

was waiting.  In 1786, McDowell and several others 

became the first to form a permanent settlement in 

the Chemung Valley.  McDowell obtained title to 

the land where he had been tied to the sapling five 

years before. 
 

The McDowells have done right proud ever since in 

our valley. 
 

Daniel’s son, John G. became the first president of 

Chemung Canal Bank, Boyd McDowell, a grandson, 

was very prominent as a lawyer early in this centu-

ry.  A great-grandson late Robert P. McDowell, also 

was a lawyer, also widely acquainted. 
 

Great-great-great grandson is Boyd McDowell II, 

senior vice president of Chemung Canal Trust Co. 

and father of Boyd III and Peter. 
 

All the McDowells have been interested in genealo-

gy. Would we all be, if instead of a skeleton or two 

we had a “man of iron” in our closet?   

Ancestor in the Spotlight 
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Heraldry: The SAR Badge1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part IV: Legion of Honour Influential 

     In the January “Crier,” Part III addressed the rea-

sons why the St. Louis Cross made an appropriate 

pattern for the SAR badge. Part III also addressed two 

other crosses of similar design and purpose. These 

crosses were the United States Legion of Merit and 

the French National Order of the Legion of Honour.  

Part IV discusses the Legion of Honour Influence on 

the SAR badge. 

 
 

Saint Louis Cross       U.S. Legion      French Legion 

      of Merit         Honour 
 

     The laurel wreath of the SAR badge is derived 

from the French Legion of Honour. The Legion of 

Honour was instituted by Napoleon shortly after his 

ascendancy to power. The Legion of Honour was in-

tended to fill the vacuum left by the disappearance of 

the old royal orders, such as the St. Louis Cross, dur-

ing the French Revolution. Napoleon, like Louis XIV 

before him, recognized the importance of rewarding 

faithful public service and recognizing merit. He 

therefore instituted the Legion of Honour, or Légion 

d’honneur, which to this day remains one of the most 

prestigious orders of merit in the world. It is France’s 

highest order that recognizes military and civilians  

alike for their bravery or honorable service to the 

country. The decoration is awarded in various classes, 

with the Knights of the Grand Eagle being the high-

est. 

With an understanding that the French Revolution 

and its blood thirst for all that was subject to the royal 

government destroyed the previous orders of the 

kingdom, Napoleon let it be known that he wished to 

establish an Order that had nothing to do with chival-

ry.  Following a dinner in his country home, the Châ-

teau de Malmaison, in February l802 to which he had 

invited several friends, including a general and a cele- 

Château de Malmaison in the city of Rueil-Malmaison about 7 
miles from Paris 

 

brated mathematician, Napolean expressed his desire 

to reward men both for outstanding military accom-

plishments as well as for other distinguished service 

to the State. He rejected the suggestion to restore the 

Cross of Saint Louis. Although this proposal was 

greeted coolly, since many hoped to reestablish the 

class distinctions eliminated by the revolutionaries of 

1789, Napoleon proceeded to set down his ideas and 

submitted his plan to the Council of State early in 

May 1802. In spite of considerable opposition, Napo-

leon remained adamant and refused to accept the rec-

ommendation that the award be restricted to military 

men. After heated debate, the Council finally adopted 

the plan, 14 to 10, and it was subsequently passed in 

the Legislative Assembly.  

The Legion of Honour was established by law on 

May 19, 1802. In expressing his reasons for creating 

the Order, Napoleon said: “It will be an institution 

which will further all our republican laws and 

Heraldry (Continued on page 5) 

1 
This is Part IV of the rewrite by Chuck Sweeney of the scholarly account of the SAR Badge done by Compatriot Duane L. C. M. Galles, some 20 years ago. The story 

of the SAR Badge is being told in five parts.   Part I through III can be viewed at www.naplessar.org, under November, December 2011 and January 2012 Criers. 
Photo by Chuck Sweeney, Naples Chapter SAR President.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rueil-Malmaison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://www.naplessar.org
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strengthen the Revolution. It will remove all distinc-

tions of nobility, which placed inherited glory above 

acquired glory and descendants of great men above 

great men.” One of the original supporters of Napo-

leon’s plan had said that the Legion of Honour 

would reward “actions considered beyond all rec-

ompense.”  

Napoleon bestowed the Legion of Honour for the 

first time on July 15, 1804 in a magnificent military 

and religious ceremony. Among the first to be hon-

ored were eighteen marshals, five cardinals and a 

number of scholars, scientists, writers and compos-

ers. By 1812, 1,400 civilians had been decorated. 

And along the way, Napoleon awarded himself the 

Legion of Honor. 

 

 
Napoleon with the Legion of Honour 

 

Napoleon in classic pose, with Le-

gion of Honour over his heart. The 

Knights of the Grand Eagle Medal-

lion is to the left of the medal. The 

Knights of the Grand Eagle Medal-

lion signifies the highest class of the Legion of 

Honour. 

     Inferred in the above, the St. Louis Cross was 

inextricably linked to the 

caste system. Whereas 

the Legion of Honour 

was based upon personal 

merit rather than birth. 

Thus it’s not surprising 

that the SAR badge is 

consciously modeled on 

that of the Legion of 

Honour; and the laurel 

wreath is borrowed ac-

cordingly. Even the size 

of the badge is designed to be exactly that of the 

Legion of Honour. But the badge refuses to follow 

the Legion of Honour in all respects. Unlike the Le-

gion of Honour cross which has five arms, the SAR 

cross resolutely retains the four arms of the cross of 

Christ and the St. Louis Cross. This is as if to de-

clare that the excesses of deism and atheism of the 

French Revolution are to be eschewed by an Ameri-

(Continued from page 4) Heraldry 

 

Thursday, February 2, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 
Fellowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Program: JROTC Recognition with Past President 

James McGarity, Chairman and Master of Ceremonies 
 

Friday, March 9, 2012: Chapter DINNER Meeting, 

Country Club of Naples.  5:30 PM Open Bar; 6 PM Call 

to order and Posting of the Colors; 6:30 PM Dinner will 
be served. Master of Ceremonies  Chapter President 

Colonel Charles T. Sweeney, USMC (ret.) Program: 

Naples Chapter - Charter Day celebrating 39 years.  

Special guest speaker Dr. Patrick Bottiger, Associate 
Professor FGCU. Topic: A Revolutionary Link to 

American Indian Wars. 
 

Thursday, April 5, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  

Nomination Committee Chairman Immediate Past Presi-

dent Roy Richardson presents the 2012-2013 slate of 
officers. Program: Elementary School American Revo-

lution Poster Contest.  Past President John McCullough, 

Chairman and Master of Ceremonies.   
 

Thursday, May 3, 2012: Chapter Meeting, 11:30 Fel-

lowship, noon Luncheon, Country Club of Naples.  
Election and Installation of 2012-2013 officers. Immedi-

ate Past President Roy Richardson Chairman and Master 

of Ceremonies.  Installation officer: FLSSAR Regional 

VP Victor McMurry. 

2011 2011 --  2012 Naples Chapter Meetings2012 Naples Chapter Meetings  

can Patriotic Society, which treasures the belief of our 

forefathers that America is a nation under God.  
 

To be continued: Part V will discuss why an eagle was 

used to suspend the cross of the SAR Badge. 
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       The Naples Crier 
            established 1975 

 

Newsletter for  members of the Naples Chapter, 
Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

 

I. Harris Tucker, Editor 
Email: NaplesSAR@gmail.com 

Wisdom of the Founding Fathers 

 

 

 
 

Naples Chapter of the FLSSAR 
Officers (2011-2012) 

President: Colonel Charles T. Sweeney USMC (ret.)* 
 email: chuck_sweeney@msn.com 

Immediate Past President: Roy G. Richardson* 
 email: royndory@aol.com 

1st Vice President: John N. Dennis* 
 email: EMSD26@yahoo.com 

2nd Vice President: I. Harris Tucker* 
 email: NaplesSAR@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Chase J. Brooke* 
 email: suebcb@embarqmail.com 

Treasurer: W. Richard Hazen* 
 email: wrhazen@comcast.net 

Assistant Treasurer: Lawrence G. Fehrenbaker 
 email: lgfehrenbaker@comcast.net 

Chancellor: James M. McGarity, Esq.* 
 

Chaplain: Charles E. Cortright 
 

Registrar: Chase J. Brooke 
 

Historian: Donald B. Cahill1 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms: John L. McCullough1 
 

* Board of Directors for (2011-2012) 
1 At-Large Member Board of Directors for (2011-2012) 

American Revolution Questions  
(For answers, see page 9) 

 

 1. Who won the battle of Monmouth courthouse? 

 2. Who was the British military leader of the battle 

 of Monmouth courthouse? 

 3. Who was the American Military leader of the

 battle of Monmouth courthouse? 

 4. Which battle occurred on September 11, 1777? 

 5. Who won the battle of Brandywine? 

 6. Who was the American military leader in the

 battle of Brandywine? 

 7. Who was the British military leader in the battle 

 of Brandywine? 

 8. Which battle occurred on August 27, 1776? 

 9. Who won the battle of Brooklyn Heights? 

10. Who was the American military leader of the 

 battle of Brooklyn Heights? 

11. Who were the British military leaders of the 

 battle of Brooklyn Heights? 

12. Who was the American military leader in the 

 battle of Valley Forge? 

13. Who was the British military leader at the battle 

 of Valley Forge? 

14. Which battle was fought from December 1777 

 to June 1778? 

World War II Veterans: Calvin Whitney and Charles 
Cortright 

Every post is honorable in which a man can serve his country.   —George Washington, letter to Benedict Arnold, Septem-
ber 14, 1775 

The reflection upon my situation and that of this army produces many an uneasy hour when all around me are 
wrapped in sleep.  Few people know the predicament we are in.  —George Washington, letter to Joseph Reed, January 14, 
1776 

Let us therefore animate and encourage each other, and show the whole world that a Freeman, contending for 
liberty on his own ground, is superior to any slavish mercenary on earth. —George Washington, General Orders 

from his Headquarters, New York, July 2, 1776 



 

 THE NAPLES CRIER - PAGE 7 - FEBRUARY 2012 

The United States Army Junior Reserve Officers' 

Training Corps (JROTC) came into being with the 

passage of the National Defense Act of 1916. Under 

the provisions of the Act, high schools were author-

ized the loan of federal military equipment and the 

assignment of active duty military personnel as in-

structors. In 1964, the Vitalization Act opened JROTC 

up to the other services and replaced most of the ac-

tive duty instructors with retirees who worked for and 

were cost shared by the schools. 

Title 10 of the U.S. Code declares that "the purpose of 

Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps is to instill in 

students in United States secondary educational insti-

tutions the value of citizenship, service to the United 

States, personal responsibility, and a sense of accom-

plishment." 

The JROTC Program has changed greatly over the 

years. Once looked upon primarily as a source of en-

listed recruits and officer candidates, it became a citi-

zenship program devoted to the moral, physical and 

educational uplift of American youth. Although the 

program retained its military structure and the result-

ant ability to infuse in its student cadets a sense of dis-

cipline and order, it shed most of its early military 

content. 

The study of ethics, citizenship, communications, 

leadership, life skills and other subjects designed to 

prepare young men and woman to take their place in 

adult society, evolved as the core of the program. 

More recently, an improved student centered curricu-

lum focusing on character building and civic responsi-

bility is being presented in every JROTC classroom. 

JROTC is a continuing success story. From a modest 

beginning of 6 units in 1916, JROTC has expanded to 

1645 schools today and to every state in the nation and 

American schools overseas. Cadet enrollment has 

grown to 281,000 cadets with 4,000 professional in-

structors in the classrooms. Comprised solely of active 

duty Army retirees, the JROTC instructors serve as 

mentors developing the outstanding young citizens of 

our country. 

Cadet Creed  

The idea of a creed for JROTC originated not in Cadet Command Headquarters but in various high schools 

across the nation. During the many visits he made throughout the command in his first year as ROTC chief, 

Major General Lyle frequently encountered junior units that had on their own initiative come up with a creed. 

It seemed to the Commanding General that this reflected a deep-seated need among cadets for such a statement 

of purpose. Accordingly, he charged his High School Directorate with the task of drafting one. Mr. Cal Foster 

took the lead in this project. Using a creed developed in the Fourth Region as a base, and incorporating sugges-

tions from the field, he produced a creed that in its final form read: 

I am an Army JROTC cadet. I will always conduct myself to bring credit to my family, country, school, 

and the corps of cadets. 

I am loyal and patriotic. I am the future of the United States of America. 

I do not lie, cheat, or steal and will always be accountable for my actions and deeds. 

I will always practice good citizenship and patriotism. 

I will work hard to improve my mind and strengthen my body. 

I will seek the mantle of leadership and stand prepared to uphold the Constitution and the American 

way of life. 

May God grant me the strength to always live by this creed. 

This JROTC Cadet Creed was used for the first time during the 1995 Cadet Command Spring Review. 

JROTC - HISTORY 
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 The Big Cypress Chapter and the Marco Island 

Chapter, National Society Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution, are pleased to offer a  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Genealogy Workshop  
Researching Your Revolutionary War  

Patriot Ancestor  
Have you ever wondered if a Revolutionary War patriot ancestor could be hidden in 
your family tree? Perhaps you are eligible to join the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) or the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), and you donôt even real-
ize it. If you would like to find out, this workshop is for you!!  
Debbie Duay, Ph.D. has over ten years of experience in genealogy. She is the Lineage Research 
Chairman for the Florida State Society DAR. Through Debbieôs research skills, her husband Ted has 
proven his descent from 38 Revolutionary War patriots, a Mayflower passenger, a Jamestowne ances-
tor, King Edward I of England, and Charlemagne. Debbie has helped over 200 people join the DAR and 
SAR, and her free genealogy tutorials ñResearching Your Patriot Ancestorò 
(http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot) and ñResearching Your Family Treeò 
(http://www.learnwebskills.com/family) receive more than 75 visitors each day.  
 

When: Saturday, February 4, 2012  -  10:30am ï 12:30pm  
Where: Rees Meeting Room  
Naples Regional Central Library  
650 Central Av. Naples, FL 34102  
Cost: FREE  
Contact: Linda Delaney  
Telephone: 239-285-3301  

Email: ldelaney@aol.com 

President Chuck Sweeney reports Debbie Duey is a super researcher and this presentation by Dr. Deb-

bie Duey is the most important event in February 2012, next to our Chapter Luncheon on February 

2nd.  Debbie's husband is Ted Duey, FLSSAR Genealogist. Together they have researched Ted's lin-

age to the point where he has 35 Revolutionary War ancestors. 
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Next Meeting: Luncheon, Thursday, February 2, 2012 

LUNCHEON MEETING 
RESERVATIONS FOR RESERVATIONS FOR THURSDAYTHURSDAY  

February 2, 2012 
 

The Country Club of Naples is very accommodating and will provide special diet meals, if advised a week in 
advance. 

To enable the Country Club of Naples to better accommodate us for both room size and meal quantities, we are 

asked to provide them with the number of reservations a few days before each meeting.  Accordingly, compatri-
ots and others planning to attend the luncheons are asked to let us know by telephone , email or by completing 

the reservation form below and mailing it with a check payable to Naples Chapter S.A.R. to: 
 

Lawrence G. Fehrenbaker, Assistant Treasurer 
25041 Goldcrest Drive, Bonita Springs, FL 34134-7952 

Email: lgfehrenbaker@comcast.net 
 

Please remit the form below with your check to be received by Friday, January 27, 2012. 

Please send your February 2, 2012 Luncheon reservation request and payment payable to Naples Chapter 

S.A.R.  c/o Lawrence G. Fehrenbaker, Assistant Treasurer, 25041 Goldcrest Drive, Bonita Springs, FL 34134 

Tel: (239) 949-0887  

Email: lgfehrenbaker@comcast.net 
 

   ________ Luncheon(s) @ $20. = _____________ 
 

Your name (Print) _______________________________________________ 
 

Guest names  (Print) __________________________________________________________________ 
 Additional names may be printed on reverse side. 
 

Please send your reservation and payment to be received by Friday, January 27, 2012 

Answers To American Revolution Ques-

tions 

Located on page 6 

 1. Americans 

 2. Sir Henry Clinton 

 3. George Washington 

 4. Brandywine 

 5. British 

 6. George Washington 

 7. William Howe 

 8. Brooklyn Heights 

 9. British 

10. George Washington 

11. William Howe, Charles 

Cornwallis, and Henry Clinton 

12. George Washington 

13. William Howe 

14. Valley Forge 

The original Adopt-A-Precinct volunteers: (In back row) Paul Young (President), 
Ralph Cramer, Phil Ballou, and Jim Applegate.  (In front row) John McCullough, 

Don Cahill and Sam Cahill. 

The Naples Chapter members have manned this Precinct since our then President 
Paul Young organized our participation in 2004.  This program is our Chapter’s 

principle fund raising project. 



 

February 2012 


